



By Yu Shanshan 

T he history of each 
Chinese dynasty has 
been recorded by its 
successor, a tradition 
that began with the 
classic “Historical Records” of 
Western Han Dynasty historian 
Sima Qian. 

These records, numbering 24 
in total, and known as the Er- 
shisishi, or Twenty Four Histo- 
ries , form a series of continuous 
dynastic histories, unique in the 
world, ending with the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). With the 
history of the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1912), China’s last feudal 
dynasty, left untold, many ex- 
perts since the founding of new 
China have repeatedly urged 
that this missing leaf in a work 
that spans millenia be complet- 
ed. In December 2002, the cen- 
tral government decided that the 
time had come to tackle the ma- 
moth project. 

A daunting prospect 

The fact that the committee 
in charge of compiling the his- 
troy has spent the nine months 
since the work started determin- 
ing two basic parameters - the 
type of literature that will serve 
as source material and the sty- 
listic guidelines, give an indica- 
tion of what an enormous task 
compiling the Qing history is. 

On August 25, a three-day sem- 
inar on the compilation of the his- 
tory of the Qing dynasty opened, 
the tenth since the compilation 
work began. More than 40 noted 
scholars, researchers and experts 
from the mainland and across the 
Taiwan Straits attended. 

The 25-member committee 
plans to compile the 100-volume- 
history over a ten-year-period. 
When complete, it will contain 
some 30 million words, more than 
in all of the twenty-four earlier 
histories combined. 

According to the committee’s 
plan, the project will be divided 
into two parts. The main project 
is the actual writing of the almost 
30-million-word history; the other 
is the collecting, arranging and 
publishing of the Qing Dynasty ar- 
chives and documents, in itself, an- 


other massive project. 

Dai Yi, the director of the com- 
pilation committee and a history 
professor at Renmin University, 
said in an interview with China 
Weekly magazine in March this 
year “We would not only seek to 
protect those precious historical 
documents by compilation, but 
also try to guarantee the quality 
of the whole compilation work. 
The two projects will inform and 
complement each other.” 

The government has listed the 
compilation as a key culture proj- 
ect. A Qing History Compilation 
Leadership Group was formed im- 
mediately after the founding of the 
academic committee to assist with 
the budget and other administra- 
tive tasks, headed by minister of 
culture Sun Jiazheng. The total 
budget for the history is expected 
to exceed 100 million yuan, but the 
government has given assurances 
that it will ensure all necessary 
funds are available. 

“To recompile the Qing dynas- 
tic history is the responsibility of 
our generation. In the future, when 
people look back to the 21st centu- 
ry to see what China left for pos- 
terity, the Qing history must be 
one of the big things,” Dai said. 
With modern readers in mind 
The selection of source mate- 
rial and the stylistic guidelines 
are the keys to the whole project. 
The main questions centered on 
whether or not to continue using 
the method of Jizhuanti (history 
presented as a series of biogra- 
phies) that the twenty-four histo- 
ries used. After much discussion, 
the committee decided on “com- 
bining the advantages of all types 
to create a new one.” 

The “based on the old, and de- 
velop a new” approach has also 
been used to settle some smaller 
controversies, including the prob- 
lem of whether to use Wenyan- 
wen (the literature style used in 
books of ancient China), or Bai- 
huawen (the preferred style since 
1919). The final decision was to 
use simple modern language to 
write. “We are writing for today’s 
people. The history is always 
used as a mirror for contempo- 
rary society,” Jiang said. 


By Xiao Rong 

T he Sixth China Beijing High-tech Expo closed on Monday, with 
agreements reached on 200 cooperative and technological ex- 
change projects and contracts worth US $4.68 billion signed. 

The four-day expo featured contributions from 85 foreign governmen- 
tal organizations, enterprise delegations and foreign commercial orga- 
nizations from 45 countries, as well as over 2,000 foreign scientists, 
entrepreneurs and scholars. 

The closing ceremony was a highlight, with the organizing committee 
naming the “top hot spots” of the expo, as voted by foreign media. The 
most popular exhibition areas were those focusing on equipment and 
technology, like the Digital Olympics display and the Century Building 
International Integrated Housing Exhibition. 

The hottest forum was the International Forum on High-growth En- 
terprises and Financial Markets, and the most successful trade talk was 
the International Investment Projects Talk. 

The annual exhibition, centered at the China International Exhibi- 
tion Hall, focused on cutting edge technology in areas such as Olympic 
construction projects, IT, biological and medical industries, environmen- 
tal protection, and modern manufacturing. 

A total of 325 investment bidding projects worth around $16 billion 
were introduced. Twenty-five infrastructure projects with a total expected 
investment of $4.68 billion have been the heavyweights of the package. 

Unlike previous years, trade talks on high-tech and economic projects 
have been the focus of the sixth expo, with the exhibition and exchange 
activities also recommending key projects. Fifty key projects covering ur- 
ban water recycling, garbage collection and disposal, and subway and 
highway construction dominated the “Key Project Recommendations for 
Beijing Urban Development”. 

The seventh session of the high-tech expo is scheduled to be held from 
May 22 to 26 next year. (See reports pages 5-8) 

Service staff packed up at the Beijing International Conference Center. Photo by Jackey 


emperors and high officials in the 
court, we intend to write biogra- 
phies of people who had an in- 
fluence in every field; scientists, 
strategists, thinkers and artists. 
And there will also be biogra- 
phies of missionaries and the 
revolutionaries who toppled the 
Qing Dynasty.” 

“The compilation of the history 
is not merely a technical problem, 
but should represent this gener- 
ation’s understanding of history,” 
said Chen Qitai, history professor 
of Beijing Normal University, at 
the Qing dynastic history compila- 
tion seminar in May 2001. 

A zigzag course 

“We expect the compilation to 
take ten years to complete, but 
time is tight,” Dong Jianzhong 
told Beijing Today in a telephone 
interview in late August, “Our 
most eminent specialists in the 
area of Qing history are all in 
their sixties and seventies.” 

The situation is especially sig- 
nificant for one man, 77-year-old 
Dai Yi. The realization of his dream 
to compile the Qing history has 
been delayed almost fifty years. 

In fact, a 536-volume draft of 
the Qing dynastic history has al- 
ready been written. Written by ac- 
ademics who grew up in the Qing 
Dynasty, it was compiled between 
1914 and 1928, during the early 
Republic of China period. Howev- 
er the government does not recog- 
nize the authority of this work as 
“those academics were still loyal 
to the Qing court after its fall and 
their standing can hardly be objec- 
tive,” says Dai Yi. 

In 1958, when the central gov- 


ernment first considered rewrit- 
ing the Qing Dynasty history, 
Dai, then a graduate of the histo- 
ry department of Beijing Univer- 
sity, raised the suggestion that 
the project needed researchers 
who had studied Qing History. 
However a severe famine from 
1959 to 1961 suspended consid- 
eration of the project. In 1965, 
the government revived the proj- 
ect for the second time. A com- 
mittee was set up, and Dai was 
selected as one of the seven com- 
mittee members. However the 
work was again interrupted, this 
time by the Cultural Revolution. 

Revived again briefly in 1978, 
only to be cancelled due to a lack of 
funds, it was not until 2002, when 
Jiang Zemin visited Renmin Uni- 
versity, that Dai Yi and Li Wenhai, 
then president of the university, 
saw their dream of almost fifty 
years finally come to life. 

“The length of time that has 
elapsed since the fall of the Qing 
Dynasty guarantees our objec- 
tivity, while decades of research 
and relevant publications from 
the mainland, Taiwan and west- 
ern countries have established a 
solid foundation for our compila- 
tion work.” Li said. 

Throughout China’s history, 
there are numerous stories about 
the hardships suffered by ancient 
historians as they compiled their 
histories, and the unshakable be- 
lief they held in the importance of 
their work for later generations. 

(Continue on page 2) 
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The new Qing History is to 
include six parts: Tongji (event 
records), Biannian (chronicles), 
Zhi (records on special fields of 
study), Zhuan (biography), Biao 
(lists) and Tu (illustrations). 

The illustrations are to be a 
highlights of the history, which 
will utilize numerous maps, por- 
traits, military pictures, oil paint- 
ings and photos. In the earlier 
histories, technological limita- 
tions meant that virtually no il- 
lustration were used. But there 
are ample illustrations of all 
kinds available from the Qing 
Dynasty. In the Palace Museum 
alone, there are tens of thousands 
of photos, 80 percent of which 
have never been published. 

Not only the emperor 

“In years to come, people will 
quote facts from this history vol- 


ume. So we must be responsible, 
and ensure we record the true 
history,” said Zhu Chengru, dep- 
uty president of the Palace Mu- 
seum and vice director of the 
compilation committee. Though 
there is a leadership group from 
the central government, histo- 
rians insist that it is appropri- 
ate for the government to simply 
fund the project, as opposed to be- 
coming directly involved, a view 
supported by Wang Xiaoqiu. 

As Dai puts it, “Times have 
changed. We no longer live under 
the regime of an emperor - that’s 
the point.”. 

This also means that the em- 
phasis of this history will be 
somewhat different to its prede- 
cessors, in that it will be less 
“emperor-centric.” Wang Xiaoqiu 
said, “Aside from biographies of 


more careful." 
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Dai Yi, director of the Qing dynastic history compilation committee 
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Sixth High-tech Expo Winds Down 


These little beams are the second- 
most traded commodity in the 
world. Page 14 


A sea of bamboo in Sichuan Province 
offers visitors a scenic respite from 
the city. Page 16 


“Because I am a man, I feel I should be even 


FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 19 2003 


NO. 122 


CN11-0120 


HTTP://BJTODAY.YNET.COM 


Writing the History 


of a Dynasty 


I Under the auspices of the Information Office of Beijing Municipal Government ■ Run by Beijing Youth Daily ■ President: Zhang Yanping ■ Editor in Chief: Zhang Yabin ■ Executive Deputy Editor in Chief: He Pingping ■ Direc- 
tor of the Editorial Department: Liu Feng ■Price: 2 yuan per issue B26 yuan for 3 months BAddress: No.23, Building A, Baijiazhuang Dongli, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China BZip Code: 100026 ■ Telephone/Fax: (010) 
Beijing youth daily 6590-2525 ■ E-mail: bjtoday@ynet.com ■Hotline for subscription with Red Cap Company: (010) 67756666 ■ Overseas Code Number: D1545 ■ Overseas Distribution Agent: China International Book Trading Corporation 










* NEWS , 


2 SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 


IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: xiaorong@ynet.com 


EDITOR: XIAO RONG SUN MING DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Gas Bombs Sealed 



By Shan Jinliang 

A Japanese government-appointed group has con- 
cluded its disposal of chemical weapons left 
behind by the Japanese army near Shijiazhuang, 
capital of Hebei Province. 

Fifty-two gas bombs left behind by Japanese troops 
during World War II were found in Luquan, a city west 
of Shijiazhuang, in 1991. More than 90 people have been 
affected by leakages from the chemical weapons. 

Hidehisa Horinouchi, head of the team, who is also 
director of the China and Mongolia Division under the 
Asian and Oceania Affairs Bureau of the Japanese For- 
eign Ministry, said the Japanese side would cover all 
costs of the two-week effort. 

The team is the fourth task force sent to China since 
2000 by the Japanese government to search for aban- 
doned chemical weapons. Early last month, toxic mus- 
tard gas from containers abandoned by the Japanese 
army in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, caused 40 inju- 
ries and one death. 

The Chinese victims told the press they would hire 
lawyers to sue the Japanese government. 

Photo byJiaTing 


Nestle Warm up 
China 

The Swiss-based Nestle 
Group — the world’s largest 
food company — has made 
foreign direct investment 
from Switzerland in the 
Greater China Region 
amounting cumulatively to 
6.7 billion yuan over the last 
13 years. Today Nestle oper- 
ates 20 plants in the Greater 
China Region, with annual 
sales amounting to 8.5 bil- 
lion yuan in 2002. Nestle’s 
headquarters for the Greater 
China Region are located in 
Beijing. 

The continuous and well- 
proven success of the Nestle 
Group is based on the merit 
of its long-term strategy 
rather than aiming at short- 
term only benefits. Nestle is 
dedicated to the transfer of 
know-how and the development of local resources to the benefit 
of the local community and all parties concerned. 

Nestle believes that its activities in any country can only be 
of long-term benefit to the Company if they are at the same 
time beneficial for that country. Today, 99% of Nestle products 
sold in Chinese mainland are locally manufactured. Whenever 
possible and economically feasible, Nestle helps the rural pop- 
ulation by buying and processing their agricultural produce, 
thus providing the local farmers with a steady daily income 
and daily technical assistance to improve the quality and quan- 
tity of their production. As an example Nestle pioneered in 
helping develop fresh milk production in the Heilongjiang and 
Shandong Provinces where today Nestle collects over 1,000 
tons of fresh milk daily from some 26,000 small farmers, thus 
providing a regular and daily income of 80 yuan per farmer on 
average, which is incremental to their income from other farm- 
ing activities. This has contributed over the years to a signifi- 
cant improvement in the standard of living of these farmers 
and of the local community. In this example alone, it is esti- 
mated that some 100,000 people benefit directly and indirectly 
from the successful development of Nestle’s Shuangcheng dairy 
factory in Heilongjiang Province. Also, in Yunnan Province, 
Nestle has set up an experimentation and demonstration coffee 
growing station, helping farmers to grow high-quality coffee, 
thus replacing imports. 

In addition to building business at grass root level, Nestle 
offers attractive regular employment and continuous training 
to its 10,000 regular local staff in the Greater China Region. 

In 2002, the Nestle Group spent Swiss Franc 1.2 billion 
(7.2 billion yuan) in research & development at its scientific 
research centre in Lausanne, Switzerland, and at both its 
R&D Centres and highly specialized Product Technology Cen- 
tres around the world. Nestle established a Research & Devel- 
opment Centre in Shanghai in 2001. It is engaged in applied 
science and nutrition research as well as the development of 
affordable and nutritious food products that are adapted to the 
taste and liking of Chinese consumers. 

Right from its origins in Switzerland over 130 years ago, 
when the founder of the Nestle company, Henri Nestle, devel- 
oped a pioneering cereal based milk food that saved the lives of 
many babies throughout the world, the Nestle Group has been 
highly focused on quality and nutrition covering all ages of life, 
from NESTLE advanced infant formulae to NESTLE OMEGA 
milk for senior people. “Good Food” and nutrition are essential 
to life, health and well-being. In addition to nutritional values, 
food products must offer appetite appeal, good taste and con- 
venience, leading to pleasure and enjoyment — the essence of 
“Good Life”. 

Quality is the cornerstone of Nestle’s success: Nestle is 
committed to the best quality and freshness as consumers 
deserve the very best. Nestle’s quality image and reputation 
for high standards has been built over many years and is being 
endorsed further every day. Mr. J.M. Mueller, Chairman and 
CEO of Nestle (China) Ltd and Head of Nestle in the Greater 
China Region says: “The Nestle brand name — Que Chao” — 
on a product is a promise to the consumer that it is safe to con- 
sume, that it complies with all regulations and that it meets 
high standard of quality while providing pleasure and enjoy- 
ment. This is why we can say: Choose Quality, Choose Nestle”. 



J.M. Mueller Chairman & CEO 


Nestle (China), 
Head of Nestle in 
the Greater China 
Region 
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US Congressman Brings Crabs to Boning 


By WangXiaoxiao 

Fresh Dungeness Crabs 
from Oregon, America are 
getting seafood lovers 
excited in Beijing. They’ve 
just appeared at the Beijing 
marine products market, 
thanks to a new direct flight 
that can get them here in 
just 11 hours. Dennis Rich- 
ardson, US congressman for 
Oregon, has been busy pro- 
moting the crabs during his 
first visit to Beijing. 

“When Air China 
launched the direct freight 


flight to Portland, Oregon 
last November, all of us said 
‘we’ve been expecting you’. 
Beijingers will be able to 
eat fresh Dungeness Crabs 
from now on,” said Richard- 
son last Saturday. 

According to Richardson, 
seafood has been an impor- 
tant industry in Oregon for 
years. Oregon lies on the west 
coast of America and has 
become the world’s second 
largest exporter of crabs. 

It used to take 24 hours 
for the crabs to reach China 


and half of them might have 
already died during the long 
journey, Richardson added. 

Despite the high price, 
Dungeness Crabs are prov- 
ing popular. According to 
Guan Kaixiang, marine 
products manager of Tian- 
min Market in Beijing, more 
than a ton of Dungeness 
crabs have already been 
sold at his market. So it’s 
no surprise that Richardson 
is set to continue promoting 
crabs in Xiamen, Fuzhou 
and Shanghai. 


(Continued from page 1) 

In this respect, Dai Yi is no 
exception. “It is through the 
twenty four histories that 
China’s 5,000 years of cul- 
ture has been handed down,” 
said Dai when he heard that 
the government had finally 
given the project the go- 
ahead in December 2002, 
“Honor and fear fill my heart 
at the same time.” 


Background 

The Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1912) is widely perceived 
as a period of prosperity, decay, 
stagnation, revolution, laziness 
and challenges. The early and 
middle period represents the 
culmination of two thousand 
years of bureaucratic admin- 
istration, and two thousand 
years of literature, philosophy 
and art, and as such, epit- 


omizes the traditional think- 
ing structures - especially in 
the shape of the Neo-Confucian 
wise and paternal ruler - that 
were unable to cope with the 
sudden challenges that came in 
the mid and late 19th century. 
That differentiates the Qing 
from other dynasties in China 
and makes the compilation of 
this period of history a much 
more complex work. 


New Association 
Established to Explore 
“Olympic Economy” 

By Zhao Hongyi 

Beijing is determined to make the 
2008 Olympic Games a success based 
on market strength, but how to achieve 
the goal remains unknown, warns Wei 
Jizhong, a former senior official of the 
General Administration of Sports. 

Wei made his remarks yesterday at 
the launching ceremony of the Beijing 
Olympic Economy Research Associa- 
tion, a non-governmental organization 
devoted to helping explore market sup- 
port for the games and provide consul- 
tancy to domestic enterprises interested 
in sponsorship. 

“We have the concepts,” said Wei, “but 
lack the skills to implement them.” 

Beijing established the organizing 
committee for the games last April, two 
years earlier than usual. The central and 
Beijing governments assigned a budget 
of 280 billion yuan for contest facilities 
construction. “How to spend the money 
needs a lot of consideration,” Wei said at 
the seminar after the ceremony. 

The retired sports official called for 
attention to cost-effective measures. 

“We should use the money to 
incubate the ‘Olympic economy’.” Wei 
advised the organizing committee to 
contract some projects out to domestic 
private and small enterprises. 

Wei said the Olympic economy 
should not only involve multinationals, 
state-owned enterprises and business 
elites. “It is an economy for the whole 
nation to participate in.” 

Encouraged by the successes of mul- 
tinational sponsors of the games, a 
number of Chinese companies are ready 
to become sponsors of the 2008 games. 


Nortel Networks 
Strengthen R&D Capacity 

By Xiao Rong 

Telecom equipment provider Nortel 
Networks is to pour over US$200 mil- 
lion into research and development in 
China over the next three years, and 
will double the capacity of its Beijing 
R&D center by the end of this year. 

This was announced at Tuesday’s 
press conference, at which the company 
also revealed its plan to establish a 
Nortel Networks Technology Park in 
Chaoyang District. According to the 
cooperation memorandum between the 
Beijing municipality and Nortel, the 
park will occupy an area of 55,000 
square meters. The first phase will be 
completed by the end of 2004. 

“The China market has proved to be 
extremely important to Nortel, both in 
sales and human resources. Through 
our persistent and focused investment 
in R&D, we have expanded our market 
share in China,” said Frank Dunn, 
president and CEO of Nortel Networks, 
at Tuesday’s press conference in the 
Beijing Hotel. 

Nortel Networks now has R&D cen- 
ters in Beijing and Guangzhou, which 
focus on providing technology services 
in voice-over IP, multimedia, 3G and 
next generation networks. 


Boeing Estimates High 
Growth in China 

By Xiao Xia 

Boeing detailed its 2003 Current 
Market Outlook (CMO) for China at 
a media conference hosted by David 
Wang, president of Boeing China, and 
Randolph Baseler, vice president of 
Marketing, Boeing Commercial Air- 
planes at Diaoyutai state guesthouse 
on September 16. 

The outlook says China’s airlines 
will need 2,400 new airplanes in the 
next 20 years, and Wang said that even 
this was a conservative estimate. Wang 
said he was confident China would qua- 
druple the size of its economy by 2020. 

By 2022, Boeing estimates Chinese 
carriers will be flying more than 2850 
passengers and cargo airplanes, maki- 
ing China’s fleet the largest outside 
the US. “China’s aviation market is 
very dynamic,” says Baseler, “due to the 
country’s size and population.” 

Boeing has a strong presence at 
the Aviation Expo China 2003 which 
opened on September 17. The company 
offered updated information on its new 
7E7 and other innovations. “Boeing has 
been a key partner for Chinese aviation 
for more than 30 years,” said Wang. 

In addition to the 7E7, Wang said 
that the Boeing exhibits at this year’s 
expo will feature the entire commer- 
cial airplane product line, represented 
in a series of graphic panels, plasma 
screens and models. 
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Army of Walkers Hits the Street 


By Zhang Huan 

Thousands of people laced up their 
sneakers and pounded the pavement 
last Sunday for the 21-kilometer first 
Beijing International Walkathon, run 
inside the confines of the Beijing 
Economic and Technological Develop- 
ment Area (BDA) in Yizhuang, Dax- 
ing District. 

Under the theme of “Walking to- 
ward 2008,” the event was aimed at 
promoting the Beijing Olympic Games. 
Twenty-nine exhibition boards intro- 
ducing previous Olympic host cities 
were set up alongside the route. 

Participants ranged in age from 
four to 87 and all were dressed in red, 
green, yellow, black and blue T-shirts, 
the colors of the Olympic rings. Among 
the thousands of walkers were em- 
ployees of foreign embassies and cor- 
porations and foreign students. 


Wang Wenda, 83, completed the en- 
tire route without any difficulty. ‘When 
I heard about the walkathon, I immedi- 
ately signed up with two friends. Getting 
exercise is a big part of my life and has 
kept me healthy so I haven’t taken any 
medicine for over 20 years,” he said. 

Primary school student Jin Duo 
reached the finish line on his wheel 
chair. “I was sure I could get to the end 
by myself,” he stated. 

Some participants sought ways to 
make the lengthy stroll more stren- 
uous. Zhang Zhe, who completed the 
walk wearing a 25-kilogram backpack, 
said, “I’m used to walking with loads, 
I’ve been doing it as a means of exer- 
cise for over a year. It’s meant as train- 
ing for backpacking, when you have to 
carry things like a tent, food and medi- 
cine. This walkathon was a great test of 
my hiking progress.” 
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Boats Float Again 
on Grand Canal 

By Sun Ling 

The Beijing section of the over 
1,000-year-old Grand Canal that 
runs from the capital to Hangzhou 
in Zhejiang Province, was reopened 
to boats on September 11 after be- 
ing thoroughly cleaned. Navigation 
of the 11-kilometer local section of 
the huge man-made channel had 
previously not been possible for 
over 100 years. 

The waterway links several sce- 
nic spots in Beijing, giving tourists 
an attractive new way to travel be- 
tween the many notable sites in 
the capital. 

Dug in the Sui Dynasty 
(581-618), the Grand Canal, or 
Jinghang Canal, is the oldest and 
longest canal in the world. The 
1,764-kilometer artificial water 
body connects with the Yangtze, 
Yellow, Huaihe, Haihe and Qian- 
tang Rivers and historically played 
a central role in trade and cul- 
tural communication, as well as 
the transport of grain, armaments 
and other supplies, between Chi- 
na’s North and South. With the 
advent of newer, faster forms of 
transportation over the past 100 
years, however, the canal’s impor- 
tance quickly diminished and some 
parts fell into disrepair. 

A senior official from the Grand 
Canal Culture and Industry Office 
in Tongzhou District surnamed 
Jin told Beijing Today on Wednes- 
day that public response to the 
canal tourism project has been 
enthusiastic. 

According to Jin, the reopening 
of the 11 -kilometer section is just 
one part of a larger plan to clean up 
Beijing’s water ways. The capital’s 
extensive canal system is slated to 
be completely cleaned, restored and 
reconnected within a few years. 



Guinness Record Falls to Hunan 


Human Dominoes 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Last Friday, for the opening ceremony of the 2003 
Hunan Province Tourism Festival in the provincial capi- 
tal of Changsha, 10,350 people purposely fell over in per- 
fect order, earning a Guinness World Record for the world’s 
largest human domino chain. Their massive collective feat 
surpassed the previous record-earning effort by 9,250 peo- 
ple in Singapore around three years ago. 

At around 11 o’clock that morning, Vice Director of 
the China National Tourism Administration Zhang Xiqin 
pushed over the first human “domino” - Chou Xiao, a high- 
profile host from Hunan TV. It took nearly 10 minutes for 


the thousands of other people to all flop onto their backs. 
In the end, their specially-designed clothes come together 
to form a detailed map of Hunan. 

According to a report in the Hunan-based Xiaoxiang 
Morning Post on Saturday, the human domino fall was 
originally supposed to include exactly 10,000 people, but 
the roster was expanded at the last minute to make room 
for some foreign tourists. 

The activity was designed and directed by Cao Zhongfa, 
a human domino master brought in from Beijing. The pre- 
fall line snaked out an amazing 2,328 meters from an over- 
water stage to Changsha’s World Window Square. 
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Foreign Drivers No longer 
Tested on Chinese Skiis 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Starting this month, getting a driver’s li- 
cense has become easier for the many for- 
eigners living in the capital. On September 
1, the Auto Administration Department of 
the Beijing Public Security Bureau issued 
new versions of the required driving test in 
English, Japanese and Korean. Previously, 
the tests were only printed in Chinese. 

The earlier language barrier caused prob- 
lems for many expats taking the tests. Nearly 
80 people from seven different countries have 
taken the new foreign language driving tests 
since they were unveiled. 

As of the same date, the driving testing 
site has also been changed from the Toyota 
Driving Center to the Foreign Affairs Office 
of the Auto Administration Department at 
No. 90 Laiguangying Xilu in Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. This shift allows hopeful foreign driv- 
ers to turn in their forms, take their tests 
and receive their licenses at one place. 


L’Oreal Names Best Chinese 
Photographer 


By Xiao Rong 

The 2003 L’Oreal Best Chinese Contem- 
porary Photographer Award was granted 
Wednesday night in Pingyao, a small, well- 
preserved ancient city in Shanxi Province. 

The gold prize went to Hei Ming, a reporter 
from China Youth magazine, for her work Monk 
of Shaolin Temple. 

This is the second consecutive year that 
L’Oreal Group has sponsored the award as 
part of its participation in the three-year-old 
Pingyao International Photography Festival. 
Under the theme of “Sharing true moments 
of love with L’Oreal,” this year’s program in- 
cluded a series of activities aimed at improv- 
ing China’s art field and promoting cultural 
exchange between the East and West. 

“Through our sponsorship and promotion 
of the Pingyao International Photography 
Festival, L’Oreal hopes to discover more 
new Chinese contemporary photographers 
and introduce China’s modern photographic 
art to the world,” said Giorgio Galli, vice 
president of L’Oreal Group, at Wednesday’s 
awards ceremony. He added that the compa- 
ny would display prize-winning works from the 
most recent two contests at an exhibition in 
France next February. 

The winning photographs and more than 
5,000 others from 14 countries have been on 
show since Tuesday’s launch of the 2003 Ping- 
yao International Photography Festival. The 
seven-day event includes four forums focusing 
on architecture, the human body, landscapes 
and memory. This year’s event also marks the 
opening of the new Pingyao International Pho- 
tography Museum. 



Winner Hei Ming and Giorgio Gailli 

Photo by Cui Jun 


/£$ • Hi IP. • 

TEL: 68997124 68311626 



pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. ^ 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 





The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

Wi, f 

|f^]C^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30^,400 m, 1000 TU/flto 
&$4«:68499696 


The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fan and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour. Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 

atzmmzm&mmsmfjm&m. JWiEAiSMffMf 

SIWfehf H 9:00-20:00(^7^ 9:00-21:00(MATtf) 

IMiS: 68713790 68713791 68498613 68713790 

mm-. sl(104. 105,20S'106),320 $.804 gj302 f MHT$;81Ut 6 SAE&#T$ 


.BOBifijSS. 



CBD 10 

% e ,.5.* , 

+ SB ^ * m + m m 

i .mu#*, 

— **+»****. 

Efei£(TEL):67320035,67322002-209 JfM(FAX):67320017 










4 SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 


« FOCUS 




SWING TODAY 


E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


EDITOR: SUN MING YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: LI SHI 



Shi Tuo (right), 8, and Zhuang Yang, 9, got schistosomiasis while 
bathing in a local river. They spent one week in the hospital. 


Wang Zengkun, 
45, a villager 
ofYuanjiang 
county, whose 
schistosomiasis 
has become 
acute. To cure 
him would cost 
30,000 yuan, 
but he does not 
have the money. 

Photos by 
Lu Guang 



By Wu Danhua 

S chistosomiasis, also known 
as Bilharzia, is making a 
comeback in southern Chi- 
na. The disease has been endemic 
in China for at least a century, 
but it was thought that the disease 
had been brought under control. 
However, due to flooding and lack 
of funds for preventive work, the 
problem is becoming severe again. 
According to Ministry of Health 
statistics released on August 25, 
there are 810,000 people suffering 
from chronic schistosomiasis in 
China, 26,000 of whom are in a se- 
rious condition. And the number of 
people contracting acute schistoso- 
miasis is on the rise. 

In danger 

More than 100 counties in 
Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Anhui, 
Jiangsu, Sichuan, and Yunnan 
provinces are considered to be ar- 
eas where the disease is not being 
effectively controlled. About 65 mil- 
lion people are thought to be at 
risk in these regions. The most 
severely hit areas are Dongting 
and Poyang Lake, as well as some 
mountainous regions in Sichuan 
and Yunnan province. 

On August 25, 2003, Gao Qiang, 
the standing vice minister of the 
Ministry of Health, reported the 
present status of work to control 
the disease to the Standing Com- 
mittee of the National People’s 
Congress. He said that China is 
facing a dangerous situation with 
the disease. Therefore, the Health 
Ministry recently promulgated the 
“Serious Schistosomiasis Epidemic 
Contingency Settlement Project”. 
The project includes guidelines 
about defining infected areas and 
measures to take in those places, 
such as conducting weekly reports, 
allocation of funds and provision of 
health services. 

Schistosomiasis is a parasitic 
disease that leads to fever, head- 
ache, lethargy and more severe, 
life-threatening conditions. In- 
fected children can have cogni- 
tive defects impairing memory 
and learning ability. 

To survive, the parasite must 
find a fresh water snail. Once 
it has found its snail host, the 
parasite divides, producing thou- 
sands of new parasites which are 
then excreted by the snail into 
the surrounding water. They can 
penetrate an individual’s skin 
within a few seconds, continuing 
their biological cycle once they 
have made their way to the vic- 
tim’s blood vessels. Within 30 to 
45 days, the parasite is trans- 
formed into a long worm which 
can lay as many as 2000 eggs per 
day in its host. 


People are infected by contact 
with water during normal daily ac- 
tivities such as personal hygiene 
and swimming, or by professional 
activities such as fishing, rice culti- 
vation or irrigation. Due to lack of 
information or insufficient atten- 
tion to hygiene, infected individ- 
uals can then contaminate their 
local water supply. 

The disease was diagnosed re- 
cently at Dongting Lake after 
a number of local people were 
found to have symptoms. 
Reasons for resurgence 

The first confirmed case of 
schistosomiasis in China was 
in Changde, Hunan province, in 
1905. Prior to liberation, 10 mil- 
lion people were believed to be 
suffering from schistosomiasis. 

Since the founding of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China in 1949, 
a number of national and provin- 
cial anti-schistosomiasis centers 
have been set up, which have 
carried out many large-scale sur- 
veys and control programs. Due 
to these efforts, the disease has 
been successfully controlled, but 
it has never been eradicated. 

In recent years, however, the 
disease has been on the rise again. 
In 1995, 391 counties and cities 
were struck by outbreaks of schis- 
tosomiasis. In 2001, the number 
increased to 418. This summer, the 
number of acute schistosomiasis 
patients has been rapidly increas- 
ing and if effective measures are 
not taken immediately an epidem- 
ic could break out in parts of the 
Yangtze River Valley, said Wang 
Liying, an endemic and vermino- 


sis division director with the Dis- 
eases Control Department of the 
Ministry of Health. 

There seem to be two main 
reasons for this resurgence. Ac- 
cording to specialists, the main 
reason is the flood disaster along 
the Yangtze River in 1998, caus- 


By Chen Si 

China’s first sex museum is 
having to move home again. 
Already forced out of Nanjing 
Road to a less promising area of 
Shanghai by lack of funds, the 
museum is now leaving town 
and hoping for more success 
in Tongli, an ancient town in 
Jiangsu province. 

Forbidden 

In September 1999, Liu Da- 
lin, professor of the Department 
of Sociology, Shanghai Universi- 
ty, decided to open the first na- 
tional “sex culture museum” on 
Nanjing Road. He felt sex was 
an important part of China’s 
ancient civilization. The muse- 
um was divided into areas cover- 
ing education on sex in ancient 
times, hygiene and ancient car- 
nal practices. 

However, it was difficult to find 
the museum, as there was no sign- 
post. The management authorities 
of Nanjing Road forbade the mu- 
seum from setting up any boards 
with the word “sex”. According to a 
rule made in 1996 by the Nation- 


ing the disease to be spread rap- 
idly in surrounding regions. 

Insufficient funds is another 
factor hindering control of the dis- 
ease. In 1992, a schistosomiasis 
control project began, supported by 
a loan from the World Bank. But 
when the loan ran out in 1998 the 
project was severely curtailed as 
funds tailed off. Investment in con- 
trolling the disease remains insuf- 
ficient. For example, in Yuanjiang 
city, a severely hit area of Hunan 
province, there are 12 control sta- 
tions with 600 staff. According to 
Zhang Jian, head of the Yuanjiang 
schistosomiasis control office, since 
1996, the government has granted 
2.79 million yuan to the city an- 
nually, which is mainly used for 
salaries and welfare for the staff. 
The fund increased to 3.272 mil- 
lion this year. “To be honest, it’s far 
from enough”, Zhang said. As well 
as the 600 staff, there are 400 re- 
tirees to pay for. More than half of 
the money goes to retirees, so each 
employee’s annual income is only 
2000 yuan. The fund is just not 
enough for schistosomiasis control 
work, says Li Huazhong, vice di- 
rector of the schistosomiasis con- 
trol office of Hunan. He says the 
office only has enough funds for 
superficial work. 

Some experts say that estab- 
lishment of a proper disease pre- 


al Industry and Business Bureau, 
“It is forbidden to disseminate or 
advertise products of sex in any 
forms.” Liu objected. “I pointed out 
that sex culture was not the same 
as sex products, but the manage- 
ment department did not agree,” 
Liu said. “I suggested changing 
the word ‘sex’ into ‘procreation’, 
but they still refused.” Liu says 
the officials were too conservative 
to see his point of view. “I never 
thought this would be a problem 
in such an international city.” 
Disappointment 

With no signboard or spon- 
sors, the museum was forced to 
move to Wuding Road in 2001. 
It was a residents’ community 
with no local tourist attractions, 
so even fewer visitors came. “The 
cost of running the museum per 
month was nearly 50,000 yuan, 
including rent, salary and wa- 
ter and electricity. Our revenue 
came to about 20,000 yuan per 
month, so my colleagues and I 
had to cover the rest,” Liu said. 
Since the opening of the muse- 
um, Liu has been trying to co- 


vention system is the most urgent 
task. “The absence of public health 
systems in rural areas has become 
a serious obstruction”, said Xue 
Lan, vice director of the Public 
Management School of Tsinghua 
University. Wang Liying said the 
battle against the disease should 
be a combined effort, involving all 
the departments affected .’’It is far 
from enough to depend only on the 
health departments to fight the ep- 
idemic; it needs joint efforts from 
different departments such as ag- 
riculture and water conservancy,” 
he added. 

Experts also pointed out that 
the resurgence of schistosomia- 
sis is related to some historical 
malpractices. For example, the 
practice of filling in lake areas 
for land reclamation in the 1970s 
brought about frequent floods 
in these areas, increasing the 
spread of the disease. In recent 
years, the government has been 
trying the opposite - increasing 
the size of lakes - in order to im- 
prove flood resistance ability in 
these areas. According to statis- 
tics, in the five provinces hit by 
serious floods in 1998, 90% of the 
reclaimed land is at risk of schis- 
tosomiasis infection. In addition, 
the late 1970s and 1980s saw a 
general relaxation of efforts to 
control the disease. 


operate with travel agencies to 
attract tourists, but here again, 
conservative attitudes have ob- 
structed his efforts. 

Traditional ideas 

During the past four years, the 
sex museum has gone on tours 
around the country and has been 
warmly received. The Internet has 
also proved a lifeline. There were 
300,000 clicks on the museum 
website the first day it went on- 
line. The media has also helped 
in a way, reports of China’s first 
sex museum drawing curious vis- 
itors from all over the country. 
But business has remained slow. 
Hu Hongxia, executive president 
of the museum, told Beijing To- 
day that there was plenty of in- 
terest in the museum, but that 
traditional ideas are still preva- 
lent, making it difficult for people 
to accept the concept. Many peo- 
ple cannot seem to decide wheth- 
er the museum offers sex culture 
or eroticism. ‘We need to create a 
more healthy atmosphere of sex 
culture,” says Liu. 

If it’s any consolation, it’s 


Gotta make a living 

“The disease is not hereditary 
or contagious. So in theory, as long 
as you avoid contact with infected 
water, you will not be infected,” 
says Yang Jieting, vice director of 
the Dongting Lake schistomoiasis 
control station. “But now almost 
all of Dongting Lake is infected, so 
it is impossible for people to avoid 
infected water, therefore, the infec- 
tion rate in this area is over 47%”. 

‘We have no other choice. Even 
though we know that we may con- 
tract the disease, we still have to 
work on the water, otherwise, we 
cannot make a living,” said Duan 
Yiming, a boatman. 

“This is the most difficult ques- 
tion”, says Li Huazhong. The peo- 
ple in the affected areas cannot live 
without water, “unless they have a 
better way to make money”. 

According to Wang Leiping, 
director of the Schistosomiasis 
Precaution Research Institute 
of Jiangsu Province, “From May 
to October is the worst period 
of schistosomiasis. Therefore, at 
present, we should still be high- 
ly alert to precautions.” Precau- 
tions include being careful about 
drinking water, avoiding rivers 
if possible and not eating raw 
aquatic food. Symptoms such as 
fever and lethargy should be in- 
vestigated swiftly. 


been the same in other coun- 
tries. In September 28, 2002, a 
sex history museum opened in 
New York. The museum aimed to 
show how sex lives had changed 
during America’s history. It was 
controversial to begin with and 
a lot of people objected to it, but 
the museum has proved success- 
ful. “With the development of 
society, people’s ability to judge 
will be improved,” says Liu. “Sex 
will be accepted by most people 
in future as a cultural thing. Re- 
fusing to talk about it is merely 
conservative.” 

Keep it up 

Just as hope for the project 
was fading, Liu was invited to 
move his museum to Tongli, an 
ancient town in Jiangsu province 
with a history of 1,000 years. 
People there gave a warm wel- 
come to the museum and pro- 
vided a large yard for it where 
there used to be a school. Liu 
has also received offers of invest- 
ment. “Our museum is aimed at 
advocating sex civilization,” says 
Liu. “I hope sex culture can be 
protected and popularized. We 
could even make this the No. 
1 sex culture museum in the 
world.” 


Sex Museum Forced to Move Over 
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Visitors walk through a model of the Xuanwu District International Media Boulevard at the Sixth China Beijing International High-tech Expo. Xinhua Photo 


By Sun Ming 

F oreign business leaders hailed growing 
cooperation with Chinese partners at 
September 12’s opening ceremony for 
the Sixth China Beijing International High- 
tech Expo. 

Over 800 hundred people including govern- 
mental officials, business leaders and experts 
from 27 countries and regions attended the open- 
ing at the Great Hall of the People. 

The expo was originally planned to be held in 
May but was postponed due to the outbreak of 
SARS in Beijing. 

Wang Qishan, Beijing’s acting mayor, deliv- 
ered the opening speech. He said the municipal 
government is trying its best to help attract more 
capital, technology and talent to Beijing through 
implementing new policies. 

State Councilor Chen Zhili said at the ceremo- 
ny that China would make efforts to promote the 
development of hi-tech industries in the country. 

Olympic 
Investment 
Needed 

By Sun Ming 

The Beijing Municipal Government and 
BOCOG are to come up with a series of poli- 
cies designed to attract more investment for 
Olympic-related projects. 

Jiang Xiaoyu, vice president of the Beijing 
Organizing Committee for the Games of the 
XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG), revealed the plan 
on September 13 at the expo. 

The official marketing plan for the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games, a five-year calendar of 
opportunities for Chinese and international en- 
terprises, was unveiled on September 5. 

Beijing plans to spend a total of $34 billion 
on the 2008 Olympics. It plans to raise a fur- 
ther 50 billion yuan ($6 billion) for the con- 
struction of projects related to the Games. 

“A lack of funding has caused enterpris- 
es from home and abroad to actively lobby 
the government for wider funding channels 
through the capital market,” said Jiang. 
“But some of the planned sports venues 
haven’t received much attention from in- 
vestors yet.” 

Because of low potential profits, inves- 
tors have not expressed that much interest 
in funding venues for less popular sports. 

“For example, up to now, there hasn’t been 
that much interest in building a baseball stadi- 
um,” said Jiang. “Baseball is not popular among 
Chinese people, but according to international 
standards, we should build a baseball stadium 
which can hold 20,000 people.” 

Jiang said that the Beijing Municipal 
Government and BOCOG are still trying to 
find better ways to encourage investment 
in sports venues. 

“Most of these venues might need to be 
reconstructed for other uses after 2008, so 
we might give investors money for their 
future reconstruction. And also, we’ll en- 
deavor to lower the interest rate on their 
loans,” said Jiang. 

Tang Min, an economic consultant from 
Asian Development Bank, suggested at the 
gathering that China’s government should im- 
prove its systems for raising money. 

“Many projects before 2008 will be fund- 
ed by domestic and overseas private enter- 
prises. Profits and management rights will 
be shared by the government and investors. 
How to establish a good system for raising 
money is a complicated question, ”he said. 

Tang suggested that relevant departments 
in Beijing should cooperate on the issue with 
some world famous consulting companies. 


“Hi-tech industries offer China a new method 
of industrialization with high economic efficien- 
cy, low costs, less pollution and full use of human 
resources,” said Chen. 

Francois Roussely, Chairman and CEO of 
Electricite de France Group, Yoichi Morishita, 
Chairman of Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., 
and Ekkehard D. Schulz, Chairman of Thyssen- 
Krupp AG also gave speeches. 

“China’s energy needs are growing at a rapid 
pace and will expand considerably over the 
next few decades as urbanization proceeds,” said 
Roussely, whose speech was titled “Energy for a 
Sustainable Future.” “This presents a major in- 
frastructure challenge and a great opportunity to 
develop and implement long-range sustainable 
energy solutions.” 

Roussely said that by moving quickly and 
decisively into hydrogen, China would gain a 
competitive advantage and set an example of 
sustainable energy development for the rest of 


the world. 

Morishita said in his speech titled “The 
Driving Force of Enterprise Development” that 
due to the rapid advancement in “globalization 
and the borderless environment,” a movement 
in one place quickly spreads around the world 
and makes a big impact on politics, the econo- 
my and society. 

“Responding to these big changes in trends, 
I believe we must change our way of manage- 
ment,” said Morishita. 

Schulz said that China has high potential, 
particularly in its automotive and construction 
industries, and ThyssenKrupp is looking forward 
to further cooperation with China’s enterprises 
in these areas. 

Over 2,000 hi-tech enterprises from home and 
abroad held exhibitions during the expo, which 
also featureed 22 forums on the world economy 
and China’s economic development, involving 
over 400 domestic and overseas experts. 


Western Areas Bag 
Investment Bonanza 

By Luo Dandan 

The central government’s “Western Develop- 
ment” initiative seems to have borne fruit at 
this year’s expo, as provinces from China’s west- 
ern areas managed to harvest contracts for a 
wide range of projects and representing a huge 
amount of investment. 

On September 14, the delegation from the Inner Mon- 
golia Autonomous Region held a celebratory ceremony at 
the Beijing International Exhibition Center for the con- 
tracts for 10 key projects they signed during the five-day 
expo. Altogether, those contracts are worth 780 million. 

Another western winner was the delegation 
made up of representatives of 70 enterprises 
from the city of Jiuquan in Gansu Province. 
At the International Investment Project Talks 
last Saturday, that team signed the first con- 
tract, bagged the most valuable single contract 
and netted the most contracts overall and the 
most total investment. The 25 letters of intention 
signed at the talks by the Jiuquan delegation 
are valued at over 6 billion yuan. The largest of 
the contracts covers the Jiuquan Thermal Power 
Station, worth 230 million yuan alone. 

Guizhou Province sent a large team to the expo 
and was the leading actor at the first talk of the 
expo. They managed to attract intended invest- 
ment of 182 million yuan for projects including au- 
tomotives, pharmaceuticals and home appliances. 

“As promotion of the Western Development’ cam- 
paign has progressed, western China has become an 
increasingly popular region for outside investment,” 
said Zheng Yan, director of the International Invest- 
ment Projects Talks Organizing Committee. 

“At this expo, many foreign companies have 
turned their focus to these areas, while western 
provinces have been enthusiastic, sending over 10 
delegations led by mayors or other local leaders. 
Western cities are emerging from centuries of ob- 
scurity to pitch themselves to the rest of the world, 
and the region’s favorable investment policies and 
large market have peaked the interest of foreign 
companies,” he continued. 

The presence of local leaders, such as 
the mayor and secretary of the city council of 
Jiuquan, who led their delegation, and other 
government officials seemed particularly useful 
in helping negotiations quickly translate into 
signed letters of intent to invest. 

For most of Chinese history, western areas 
were the last frontier, a wasteland reserved to out- 
er tribes and exiles. Things have clearly changed, 
however, as western China has become an econom- 
ic force on its own and has only better results to 
look forward to at next year’s High-tech Expo. 

Path to Nasdaq Revealed 
to Chinese Companies 

By Wang Junguang/ Shan Jinliang 

US Nasdaq China president Harry Huang 
found himself the most popular person at the 
third China Summit for Listed Companies on 
September 12. He was approached by many rep- 
resentatives of small and medium-sized domes- 
tic high-tech companies hoping he could help 
them list on the Nasdaq market. 

Their listing dreams have been fueled by the 
success of Netease, the first Chinese portal web- 
site to list on the market. That company’s stock 
has jumped from less than $1 dollar per share 
in 1999 to trade at over $50 this year. The per- 
sonal assets of Netease founder Ding Lei have 
even surpassed those of Richard Li, son of uber- 
wealthy Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-Shing and 
chairman of Hong Kong Pacific Century Cyber- 
Works (PCCW). 

The other two domestic portals that have list- 
ed in US markets, Sohu and Sina, have also 
shown rapid growth this year, stirring up a wave 
of new interest in listing among Chinese compa- 
nies. Domestic search engine Baidu is preparing 
its IPO in the US with help from Morgan Stan- 
ley, Goldman Sachs and Credit Suisse, and a few 
other IT companies, such as Alibaba and Ctrip, 
are planning to follow suit. 

Companies with clear profit-making models 
are expected to have an easier time listing in the 
US now than China’s three top portals did when 
they held their IPOs in 1999, and a second wave 
of listing by Chinese IT companies seems ready 
to hit in late 2004 or early 2005. 

Huang admitted it has become easier for Chi- 
nese companies to hold IPOs in the US and said 
many Chinese companies have contacted Nas- 
daq’s China Office this year to inquire about 
listing. “Chinese companies can be listed in Nas- 
daq if they are qualified,” he added. 

According to Huang, half of the companies 
listed on Nasdaq are from traditional industries, 
so traditional Chinese companies are also wel- 
come. He said that of all the world’s stock mar- 
kets, it is cheapest and most profitable to issue 
IPOs in Nasdaq. 

Despite the closure of the Nasdaq European 
market this June and the Nasdaq Japan market 
last October, Huang said that Nasdaq China’s 
business would expand significantly. 

He continued that Nasdaq would provide help 
to China’s securities regulatory bodies through 
its proven supervision system. 

At the end of his speech at the summit, 
Huang concluded Chinese companies should not 
only consider listing on domestic stock markets, 
pointing out that Netease, Sohu and Sina were 
chosen as the best performing stocks in the US 
stock market in 2002. 


“Supermarket” Pushes 
Reform of Bad Assets 


By Peng Xiao jiang/ Li Jie 

Assets were a popular sub- 
ject last Sunday morning 
when the Seminar on Finance 
Assets Management was held 
in Tianhong Plaza Hotel and 
the Promotion of Finance As- 
sets Projects forum was held 
on the second floor of the Chi- 
na Zhongguancun Technology 
and Equity Exchange (CTEE) 
Hall. 

These two activities were 
organized by the CTEE and 
four domestic assets manage- 
ment companies, Huarong, China 


Cinda, Great Wall, and Orient. 

During the seminar, dele- 
gates exchanged ideas about 
the management of Chinese 
banks’ bad assets with the 
purpose of finding a way to 
combine such management 
with activity in the property 
rights exchange market in or- 
der to explore the bad assets’ 
potential value. Xiong Yan, 
vice chairman of the board of 
directors of the CTEE, intro- 
duced the “Finance Assets Su- 
permarket” method of dealing 
with bad assets. 


That “supermarket” is an 
electronic exchange system 
built upon the CTEE platform 
by that organization and the 
four assets management com- 
panies. It enables the sharing 
of information on the property 
rights exchange market and 
bank stock rights exchange 
market, with the aim of achiev- 
ing market-fixed prices. This 
“supermarket” can form the ba- 
sis for strategic cooperation be- 
tween partners as well as their 
collective encouragement and 
risk sharing. 


Hot 

Assets 


Beijing Huade 
Hydraulic Pressure 
Industry Corporation 

284 million yuan 

Beijing Beidian Kelin 
Electronics Corporation 

251.49 million yuan 

Beijing Jinying Iron 
Corporation 

249.5 million yuan 

China Black Metal 
Material Beijing 
Corporation 

149.48 million yuan 

Beijing Haoyu 
Industrial Trade 
Corporation 

118. 97 million yuan 

China Timber 
Corporation 

16.6 million yuan 

Beijing Xuanwumen 
Hotel 

11.45 million yuan 

Taoyuan Mansion 

10.6 million yuan 
More information can be 
found at 

www. chamc. com . cn 



The assests supermarket in action Photo by Zhao Hongyi 
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Headquarters Economy for Win-win Regional Economu 


By Wang Fang 

Zhao Hong, vice-director of the 
Beijing Economic Research Institute 
of the Academy of Social Sciences, 
demonstrated that headquarters econ- 
omy could achieve a win-win outcome 
for regional economy 

“This type of management becomes 
a chain of industry and market. The 
headquarters is in fact the supervising 
center for its activities in this region. 
In short, ‘all commercial activities and 
benefits resulted from this operation’ 
is known as the ‘Headquarters Econo- 
my,”’ said Zhao. 

According to Zhao, there are two 
positive consequences of headquarters 
economy. First, it promotes regional 
cooperation and ends vicious compe- 
tition. He said that currently there 
were three major regional economies 
in China; the Pearl River Delta, the 
Yangtze River Delta and the Bohai 
Sea Region. However, business coop- 
eration in the Bohai Sea Region is 


difficult to achieve, as competition be- 
tween Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei is 
out of control. This competition causes 
an obstacle for regional cooperation 
and wasteful duplication. 

He stated that headquarters econo- 
my provided Bohai Sea Region with a 
new model of cooperation and it would 
change the vicious competition into a 
friendly cooperation. “For instance, a 
project can be implemented on either 
part of the business chain mentioned 
above. A headquarters can be set up 
in one place and a factory in another 
place. In this way, the win-win out- 
come is realized”, he commented. 

The second consequence of head- 
quarters economy, Zhao said, is that 
the regional consumption will be pro- 
moted. Headquarter economy can ef- 
fect consumption in five ways. Firstly, 
the enterprise contributes local taxa- 
tion. Accounting departments are nor- 
mally set up in headquarters; therefore, 
the company turns in parts of its tax to 


the local taxation administration. 

Secondly, the staff at the headquar- 
ters have comparatively high income, 
so the personal income tax is a con- 
siderable amount of income for the lo- 
cal taxation administration. At present, 
the personal income tax is the second 
major taxation resource in Beijing. 

Thirdly, it promotes more con- 
sumption. Headquarters spend a 
great amount of money on research 
and development, transportation 
and communication. In addition, 
their employees form a white-collar 
stratum in the region where their 
headquarters is located. 

Fourthly, headquarter economy has 
an influence on society. The more head- 
quarters there are in a given area, 
the more they will raise the quality of 
life. Meanwhile, the region will become 
more multi-cultural, more open-mind- 
ed and more cosmopolitan. 

Finally, they create more working 
opportunities in tertiary industries. 



Round-table Dialogue for Headquarters Economy at the Kerry Center Hotel 


Photo by Lily 
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Mergers Urged for 


Chinese Industry 



Wu Jinglian 

By Wang Fang 

N oted economist, Professor Wu Jinglian, 
provided a suggestion for Chinese entre- 
preneurs at the International Forum on High- 
growth Enterprises and Financial Markets at 
the Great Hall of the People on September 12. 
He said, “Planned growth depends on the le- 
gal construction and the creativity of enter- 
prises.” Specifically, mergers and acquisitions 
among Chinese enterprises is the efficient way 
to achieve that at present. 

In addition, Wu proposed the establishment of 
an accepted, transparent and sound legal frame- 
work to guarantee the sustainable development 
of Chinese high-growth enterprises, and more 
importantly, to protect the outcome of future 
mergers among Chinese enterprises. 

Meanwhile, the executive director of Goldman 
Sachs Asia, Hu Zuliu, clarified the misunder- 
standing of mergers many Chinese entrepre- 


neurs hold. He said that to merge was to increase 
not the number of employees, but of assets, 
which he called “organic growth.” According to 
Hu, dispersed assets in various industries are 
the obstacle Chinese enterprises are facing. This 
problem will become more severe with China’s 
joining the WTO and meeting global competition 
challenges, he predicted. 

Hu cited the bad loans of the four state-owned 
commercial banks as an example. These are the 
result of dispersed assets in each branch. The as- 
sets of these four banks are less than the assets 
of Citibank alone. Another example is China’s 
automobile industry. At present, there are about 
100 automobile factories in China. But none of 
them have the ability to compete with the inter- 
national automobile industry. 

Hu suggested that these enterprises should 
undergo mergers in order to increase their pro- 
duction efficiency and competition capacity. He 
provided Chinese entrepreneurs at the forum 
with the principle that mergers should be based 
on building up the most professional enterprise 
in their own field. 

Hu’s theory was supported by a presenta- 
tion made by Sun Zhenyao, president of HP 
China. The merger between HP and Compaq 
in 2001 proved to be a successful formula for 
scaled interests. Mergers in the IT industry 
are traditionally the combination of science 
and technology; however, the merger between 
HP and Compaq was to increase the scaled 
benefit. 

The profit of $3.5 billion last year suggests 
that a merger is the best way to establish 
a predominant enterprise. The experience of 
the HP and Compaq merger demonstrates a 
reference for Chinese entrepreneurs that be- 
sides technological innovation, the merger as 
the innovation of enterprise strategy requires 
equal if not full attention. 


Private Investors Are Best 



mm 


By Zhao Hongyi 


CCf I lhe government should not involve much 
-L in bad assets disposal, instead, the market 
and private investors should play the top role,” 
declared Zhang Chunlin, World Bank Beijing 
economist at the Huarong-CTEE Banking Asset 
Investment Promotion Conference on Septem- 
ber 14. 

Zhang, a specialist in research on enterprise re- 


structuring, strongly opposes the newly established 
State-owned Assets Supervision and Administra- 
tion Commission to supervise and manage state- 
owned enterprises with bad assets. 

“Those bad assets should be split from the 
enterprises and handed to the four state- 
owned assets management companies for dis- 
posal,” Zhang said. 

The four asset management companies, Hua- 
rong, Cinda, Orient and Great Wall, were estab- 
lished four years ago, mainly to dispose of the 
bad assets of the four state-owned commercial 
banks. Disposal means have increased from 
the roadshows and packaged sales to overseas 
financial groups, sales to domestic investors, 
private investors and now for sale online at Chi- 
na Zhongguancun Technology and Equity Ex- 
change’s (CTEE) website. 

Zhang emphasized that the four asset man- 
agement companies need to grow up and become 
more sophisticated in quickly handling the as- 
sets. “They need to expand their business to the 
provinces, to collect bad assets there.” 

In Zhang’s mind, the four companies should 
merge in the future, and form a single bad as- 
set trust bureau, like in Germany, where such 
a bureau played a key role in handling bad 
assets from the east part of the country after 
East and West Germany reunified in the early 
1990s. 

Privatization, large shareholders and strate- 
gic investors are the three critical figures in the 
recovery of bad assets, said Zhang. “They are in- 
novative enough to handle bad assets,” and only 
because this, “can we obtain a good price for the 
assets sold.” 

Established in mid August, CTEE has put 2 bil- 
lion worth of bad assets from Huarong up for sale. 



Robert A. Mundell Photo by Wang Xu 


Mundell: 

RMB Should 

Remain 

Stable 

By James Liu 

N obel laureate economist 
Robert A. Mundell said in 
Beijing on September 12 that 
the Renminbi (RMB) should 
remain stable during a speech 
delivered at the International 
Forum on Fast Rising 
Enterprises and the Financial 
Market. 

China’s strong export surplus 
has caused pressures from the 
US and Japan to revalue the 
RMB. “But if the RMB is 
revalued, China’s exports will 
drop significantly and its 
positive effects on compelling 
the world economy will be 
weakened,” said Mundell. 

During the 1998 Asian Financial 
Crisis, Premier Zhu Rongji 
pledged that the RMB would not 
be devalued. “Now it is still not 
the time for RMB to appreciate,” 
continued Mundell. 

The economist pointed out 
that revaluation of the RMB 
is not the way to solve the 
situation. “To me, I’ve never 
heard of a developing country 
being urged to appreciate its 
inconvertible currency,” said 
Mundell. However, Mundell 
suggested the RMB should be 
convertible before 2008, the 
same words he said three 
months ago. “The Chinese export 
surplus to the US can be 
solved through discussion under 
the World Trade Organization 
regime,” he suggested. 


Lessons Drawn 
from SARS 


By Wang Fang 

W ith the SARS epidem- 
ic over, but not for- 
gotten, crisis management 
has been a key topic of dis- 
cussion at the expo. Tang 
Yaowu, an official from the 
Beijing Health Bureau, dem- 
onstrated three strategies in 
this area at the forum titled 
the Social Development of 
Beijing Round-table on Sep- 
tember 15. 

Tang said, “First, the rec- 
ognition of people in danger 
of crisis by relevant au- 
thorities proved that they 
have already realized the 
problem and are conduct- 
ing proper means to remedy 
the situation.” He empha- 
sized that the information 
these authorities conveyed 
should be accurate and rel- 
evant, not erroneous, and 
not simply a comment on a 
hypothesis. 

The second strategy is 
that the authorities should 
remain calm and present 
a friendly stance towards 
the public. “Don’t say ‘no 
comment’ or tell all the bad 
news at once”, he said. Ac- 
cording to Tang, the au- 



Tang Yaowu 


thorities should focus on 
how to learn from and re- 
spond to public opinion. 
“It takes time for the au- 
thorities to build up the 
capacity to supervise and 
comment on social life by 
using modern methods,” he 
stated. 

Finally, the authorities 
should learn how to apol- 
ogize. “A public servant 
should learn how to ex- 
press disappointment; how 
to highlight ability; how 
to deal with the mass me- 
dia and assess the outcome 
of crisis management”, he 
concluded. 


Preconditions for 
a Public 

Service-oriented 

Government 


By Wang Fang 

Y u Hui, deputy research- 
er from the Institute of 
Industrial Economics, un- 
der the Chinese Academy 
of Social Science, gave a 
presentation on public ser- 
vice-oriented government at 
the Social Development of 
Beijing Round-table on Sep- 
tember 15. 

He defined “public ser- 
vice-oriented government” 
as one which provides ex- 
clusive services that indi- 
viduals or non-government 
organizations do not have 
the ability to provide, but 
are directly relevant to 
public interests. In short, 
“taxpayers do not expect 
the government provide 
this type of service too 
much or too little, what is 
more important, they do 
not expect the government 
to provide fake or improp- 
er service,” he said. 

According to Yu, there are 
three preconditions for build- 
ing up a public service-ori- 
ented government. First, the 
government must be selfless. 
The government should not 
take advantage of its citi- 
zens, rob money from citi- 
zens, or use public assets for 
private purposes. 

Second, the government 



Yu Hui 


should be as compact as pos- 
sible. The larger the gov- 
ernment is, the more public 
assets it is going to possess, 
and the greater the risk to 
the taxpayer and potential 
for loss. 

Third, the government 
should be democratic and 
ruled by law. The govern- 
ment should not use the 
promise of welfare as only 
a slogan; rather, it should 
be conveyed through the 
application of the constitu- 
tion. 

Finally, he suggested that 
the government and its cit- 
izens should reach a mutu- 
al agreement on the issues 
mentioned above and prac- 
tice them in the reform. He 
hoped that a qualified pub- 
lic service-oriented govern- 
ment could be established 
within 20 years. 
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I have attended 
several expos 
around China since 
1993, in Shanghai, 
Shenyang and 
Beijing. Last year, 
former Premier Zhu 
Rongji visited my 
country, Turkey I 
was honored to have 
the chance to 
introduce my 
company and our 
products to him. He 
advised me to “come 
to China” and that’s 
why I am here 
today. Currently, our 
products are 
exported to 32 
countries. I hope the 
expo can help 
promote my 
company in China. 


Adil Mirmah- 
mutogullari 

Director, Dizayn 
Teknik Plastic 
Pipes and Fit- 
tings Company, 
Turkey, at the 
Special Meeting 
for Government 
Procurement at 
the Beijing Inter- 
national Conven- 
tion Center 



Many people in 
my community 
have visited the 
expo, and they all 
think it was too 
short. It would be 
great if the expo 
could last at least 
one week. We have 
not enjoyed 
ourselves to the 
full in just three 
days, even though 
it was a fabulous 
show. 



Zhang Qiushi 

Visitor, China 
Water 

Resources & 
Hydropower 
Engineering 
Bureau, at the 
China Interna- 
tional Exhibition 
Center 


I can clearly feel 
the rapid 
development of 
Beijing from the 
exhibition in this hall, 
and it boosted my 
pride as a citizen 
of Beijing. I have 
also seen the plans 
for some of the key 
construction projects 
in Beijing, and I think 
they show the good 
results of the 
government’s efforts 
and the ideas from 
the public. 


Chen Kejia 

Postgraduate, 
University of 
International 
Business and 
Economics at 
the New Beijing 
Key Projects 
Exhibition, 
Haidian Exhibi- 
tion Hall 



Beijing will expe- 
rience great chang- 
es in the following 
years and will take 
its place among the 
world’s great inter- 
national metropo- 
lises. The Central 
Business District 
(CBD) should play a 
key role in this pro- 
cess. 



Jian Jun 

President, 
China High- 
Tech Invest- 
ment & 
Development, 
at the New 
Beijing Key 
Projects Exhibi- 
tion at Haidian 
Exhibition 
Center 


I came to Beijing 
in 1952 and have 
witnessed the 
development of the 
capital over the last 
fifty years. Even if 
you leave Beijing for 
just one month, you 
can hardly 
recognize it when 
you come back. 
However, I hope the 
planning or 
designing of the 
capital can draw 
extensively from 
foreign experience 
and be more future- 
orientated. 



Luo Suhai 

A visitor at the 
New Beijing 
Key Projects 
Exhibition at 
Haidian Exhibi- 
tion Center 


I don’t think the 
New Beijing Key 
Projects exhibition 
is as successful as 
I expected. The 
investment- 
orientated projects 
are not clear or 
comprehensive. 


Li Chong 

Commissioner, 
Haidian Peo- 
ple’s Political 
Consultant at 
the New Beijing 
Key Projects 
Exhibition at 
Haidian Exhibi- 
tion Center 



We prepared for 
the expo in May but 
SARS postponed it 
to September, so we 
are happy now we 
can participate. I 
think the Beijing 
Hi-tech Expo is one 
of the most 
important 
expositions not only 
in Beijing but also 
in China. We are 
very satisfied 
because, as you can 
see, there are many 
visitors and they 
are very interested 
in our products, 
such as our Skoda 
car displayed here. 

I’m a little 
unhappy that the 
poster screen of the 
company in front of 
us is too high, so we 
are kind of hidden 
behind. I hoped the 
height of the poster 
could be limited, but 
it’s just a detail. We 
are very happy with 
the organization of 
the expo overall. 


Ales Uchytil 

First Secretary, 
Embassy of the 
Czech Republic 



It’s the first time 
I have come to this 
kind of forum, and 
it was very 
interesting. It can 
offer good advice 
to the relevant 
decision-making 
bureaus of the 
government. And 
the expo is very 
good overall. 



This forum is 
very good in terms 
of providing a 
communication 
platform for 
enterprises and 
R&D institutions. It 
is very interesting. 


John Chiang 

Vice President, 
Motorola Asia 
Pacific 



Wu Zhenqiang 

Executive 

director, 

Zhongyuan Jiye 
Technology and 
Development 
Company at the 
China 

International 

Exhibition 

Center 


I come to the 
expo every year. I 
feel this year’s 
expo is luxurious 
and broad in scope. 
Unfortunately, 
because I am on a 
business trip I only 
have this afternoon 
to visit the expo. 

I have exchanged 
name cards with 
some companies 
and got some free 
copies of Forbes 
and Fortune 
magazines. 




Su Donghua 

Marketing man- 
ager, Beijing 
Changliyuan 
Technology 


I’m very satisfied 
with the outcome. A 
lot of visitors came 
to inquire about and 
use our mobile 
phone charger. 


Jane Peng 

Director, China 
office of the 
University of 
East London at 
the Second 
China Human 
Resources 
Development 
Summit 


This summit 
impressed me very 
much. It provides 
a good opportunity 
for the CEOs to 
communicate with 
each other. 

Today’s summit 
reflects the fact that 
there’s a great need 
for professional 
human resources 
managers as well 
as excellent 
talented staff in 
China. 



Zhang Yufeng 

Deputy general 
manager, 
Beijing Sinosoft 
Engine 
Technology 



I think I have 
got up to date with 
the latest 
developments in 
the IT industry, 
and I’ve also 
communicated 
with other IT 
personnel. 
Government 
officials, certificate 
authority operators 
and even the 
insurance 
companies have 
talked in the 
forum, which 
helped me find out 
about the 
certificate 
authority industry. 

Due to the large 
number of 
participants in the 
forum, of course I 
could not expect 
to communicate as 
much as I wanted. 


Wang Fuping 

President, 
Beijing East 
Huada 

Consultants, at 
the Second 
China Human 
Resource 
Development 
Summit in 
Landmark Hotel 


The expo has 
become a symbol of 
Beijing, and this 
summit offers a good 
platform to help us 
raise our company’s 
popularity and 
ability. There is 
room for 
improvement 
though. 




Many of the 
lectures were good, 
especially the 
lectures by Liu 
Huiyong, vice 
chairman of the 
China Investment 
Association, Wang 
Guogang, vice 
director of the 
Financial Research 
Institute of the 
Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, and 
Xu Hongyuan, 
deputy director of 
the Development 
Department of the 
State Information 
Center. 

I came here to 
get up to date with 
government 
policies, and to 
promote our 
company to 
potential customers, 
so the expo is a 
practical channel 
for my purposes. 


Yang Wenguo 

Staff-member of 

Shenzhen 

Tactical 

Investment 

Company at the 

Third China 

Listed 

Companies 

Summit 



The overall 
organization is 
pretty good. The 
participants 
included 
enterprises, 
investment 
companies and 
security companies, 
which is very 
useful. Most of the 
speeches are 
helpful, but some 
experts seem to 
have prepared their 
speeches in a rush. 

I hope next year 
we can have more 
discussion with 
speakers at the 
forums. 



Xiao Chaohui 

Executive 

director, 

Investment 


Everbright 

Securities 


My company 
didn’t officially 
attend the expo. I 
came here to meet 
new friends and 
potential customers. 
I personally love the 
concept of expos, 
since they offer a 
much broader 
platform for us to 
meet many 
companies in our 
trade at one time. 


I came to the 
summit as a guest 
speaker, to share 
my opinions with 
the participating 
companies on the 
legal issues related 
to Chinese 
mainland 
companies listed 
overseas. I think the 
expo is going well. 
I’m familiar with 
many of the 
speakers and 
participating 
companies. Some 
are friends, and 
some are our 
customers. So it’s a 
good time to say 
hello and I’ll also 
have meetings with 
some of my 
customers. 


Li Weibin 

Lawyer and 
partner of Li & 
Partners 
Solicitors 




Liu Gang 

Visitor, China 
International 
Exhibition 
Center 


I came yesterday 
and today. I was 
surprised and happy 
to find this 
exhibition is ticket 
free! It is a very 
good strategy to 
promote hi-tech to 
people. I like the 
energy-saving 
products displayed 
at the 

Zhongguancun Hi- 
Tech Quarter. 

It would be nice 
if the threshold for 
entering the expo 
could be lowered a 
little, then more of 
the private 
inventions and hi- 
tech products, like 
mine, could have a 
chance to be 
displayed before the 
public. 


Zhang Hanwu 

Shenzhen 

Tianyin 

Communication 

Company at the 

Second China 

Human 

Resources 

Development 

Summit 


This is my first 
visit to the expo. 

I think the forums 
are not open 
enough. 

In my view, they 
should have several 
different themes, 
then the audiences 
can choose the 
theme they are 
most interested in. 
And I think the 
audiences should be 
given some time to 
express their ideas. 
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Main Exhibition Heats up Expo 


By Zhao Pu 

The main exhibition kicked 
off on September 12 at the China 
International Exhibition Center 
(left), marking the formal launch 
of the expo. 

According to the organizing 
committee, more than 2,000 in- 
stitutions from over 20 countries 
and regions set up their booths 
at the main exhibition, which 


occupied an area of 60 thousand 
square meters. 

The exhibition took up five 
halls of the exhibition center, 
and included 14 sub-exhibitions 
including technology, environ- 
mental protection, mass media, 
design and pharmaceuticals. The 
Olympic Technology Exhibition, 
International Media Exhibition 
and International Design Exhi- 


bition were three highlights of 
the main exhibition. 

The No 1 Hall hosting the 
Digital Olympic Technology 
Equipment Exhibition included 
displays by some of the biggest 
domestic enterprises, including 
Haier, Lenovo, China Mobile and 
Hisense. The companies showed 
off their new products and e-so- 
lutions which are aimed at use 


in the 2008 Olympics. Foreign 
companies like LG, Nokia and 
Siemens were also participating 
in the display. 

“Compared with previous ex- 
pos, this expo focuses on three 
themes,” says Yang Yu of the Or- 
ganizing Committee. “They are 
the impact of electronic technol- 
ogy on future life; the use of 
high-tech in the 2008 Olympics; 


and the technological reform of 
traditional industries.” 

Enterprises were not only 
displaying their latest prod- 
ucts, they were also encouraged 
to display cooperation projects 
they’re involved in at the ex- 
hibition. Mini trade talks and 
project fairs were arranged at 
the exhibition to promote com- 
munication and business coop- 


eration. 

The exhibition closed on Sep- 
tember 15. Three auxiliary ex- 
hibitions of the expo, the China 
Modern Agriculture Technolo- 
gy and Products Exhibition, the 
Century Building International 
Integrated Housing Exhibition 
and the Talent Recruitment 
Fair opened together with the 
main exhibition. 



Photos by Qu Liyan 
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By Luo Dandan 

T wo robots attracted groups 
of curious visitors who were 
browsing in Hall No. 1 
of the China International 
Exhibition Center on the first day 
of the expo. Seated in the center of 
the Shougang Group’s layout, two 
robots could be seen playing chess. 
They also unscrewed a bottle of 


mineral water and filled several 
cups for each other. 

These two clever “men” were 
designed and produced by 
Shougang Motoman Robot Co. 
(SGM) especially for the expo. 
Zhang Baohua, director of the 
sales and technical department 
said, “The purpose of putting the 
robots on show is to popularize 


robot technology with ordinary 
people. As Chinese industrial 
technology develops, the 
application of all kinds of robots is 
an inevitable trend.” 

The chess players belong to 
a series of multi-functional 
industrial robots that is already 
used widely in manufacturing 
industries such as automobile 


works, home appliance factories, 
and chemical plants. This kind of 
robot possesses a large number of 
skills including cutting, handling, 
and welding. Quite a few 
manufacturers including 
Guangzhou Honda, Shanghai 
General Motors, and Hainan 
Mazda have introduced SGM’s 
robots to their works. 



High-tech 

Olympics 

Illuminates 

Main 

Exhibition 

By Zhang Ming 

As an important part of the 
main exhibition, “High-tech, 
Beijing and Olympics Exhibition” 
in No. 3 hall introduced a num- 
ber of new technologies for the 
Olympics. 

The exhibition comprised eight 
sections: electronic information, 
biotech and pharmaceuticals, 
transportation, energy conserva- 
tion, modern agriculture, new ma- 
terials, security technology, and 
sports technology. 

The transport section included 
a technology called “voice trans- 
port assistant system”. It allows 
people to ask directions in public 
transport vehicles and answers 
them with a human voice in ei- 
ther Chinese or English. 




By Zhao Pu 

Perched among the 
state-of-the-art booths 
of numerous design 
studios in the Inter- 
national Design Exhi- 
bition were two huge 
containers. The display 
belonged to Nova De- 
sign from Taiwan, and 
attracted the most vis- 
itors thanks to its 
unique appearance. 

‘We’ll participate in 
another industrial de- 
sign exhibition in 
Shanghai at the end of 
this month,” said Chen 
Wenlong, general man- 
ager of Nova Design. 

“The interval between 
these two exhibitions 
is quite short, which is 
a challenge in terms 
of installation, removal 
and transportation of the exhib- 
its. The idea of using containers 
came to us as an answer to this 
problem, as it’s easier to pack 
and transport.” 

“The containers carry Nova 
design’s ideas from Taiwan to this 
exhibition in Beijing,” said Chen. 


“A container is a tool for trans- 
portation, and here they repre- 
sent a kind of communication 
between us and the visitors.” 
One container was placed 
on the top of another, forming 
a two-floor structure open to 
the curious passers-by. The first 
floor was the display part, with 


six screens showing the design 
works of the studio and illustrat- 
ing the Taiwan designer’s enter- 
prise culture and spirit. 

The second floor was de- 
signed as a meeting room, host- 
ing talks and lectures about 
industrial design given by de- 
signers from Nova Design. 


International Media 
Boulevard Draws 
Interest 


By Zhao Pu 

A model of the International 
Media Boulevard being construct- 
ed in Xuanwu District was a star 
attraction at the expo’s Modern 
Media Exhibition. 

The boulevard, designed by 
the Xuanwu District Govern- 
ment, will be built into a 
large-scale international media 
industry community. It stretches 
from Xuanwumen in the north 
to Nanbinhe Road in the south, 
along about 3.2 kilometers and 
occupying an area of 560,000 
square meters. 

After the Xuanwu District 
government first raised the plan 
to build an International Media 
Boulevard in September 2001, 
it took only six months to offi- 
cially launch the project. A mod- 
el of the boulevard debuted at 
last year’s expo, with just seven 
buildings included in the initial 
plan. Ten more constructions 


have been added to the plan 
in the last 15 months. Planned 
features include China Interna- 
tional News Center, State News 
Publication City, International 
Media Center, and a Conference 
and Exhibition Center for Inter- 
national Media. 

Two of the 17 buildings, Feng- 
hua Haojing Apartment Building 
and Qingzhiyuan Garden, have al- 
ready been finished. Construction 
of another five buildings began ear- 
lier this year. 

On completion, the boulevard 
will provide services from domes- 
tic and foreign media groups and 
organizations. It’s intended to pro- 
mote the development of a modem 
media industry, and provide a ven- 
ue to exhibit and market media 
technology and products. Eventu- 
ally, it will become an internation- 
al media park, home to many top 
international media organizations 
and professionals. 
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By Zhang Kuan 

I t’s an arena where Chinese 
men have feared to tread. 
Full of doubt, watching 
eyes, and most daunting of all, 
children. But 20-year-old Ding 
Pan is not afraid. He signed 
up at a kindergarten last year, 
the only male on the teaching 
staff at his school. He receives 
more attention and pressure 
than other female teachers, 
he says. “So my mistakes 
and achievements are both 
magnified.” 

Women’s world? 

Ding Pan graduated from 
a vocational high school of 
Dongcheng District last year, 
majoring in preschool 
education. He still remembers 
the day when he came to the 
school to sign up. “There was a 
big scroll hanging outside the 
main building which read, ‘10 
males required for preschool 
education program.’” Ding was 
curious. He had studied 
calligraphy and liked arts very 
much. He knew the preschool 
education included courses on 
singing, dancing, painting and 
music, which matched his 
interests. He decided to give it 
a try. 

But Ding’s decision aroused 
concern in his family. His 
mother and grandmother 
supported him but his father 
opposed his choice, saying men 
were careless and clumsy and 
not suited to taking care of 
children. He also felt it wasn’t a 
promising career. “Fortunately 
I had two family members 
helping me. We took turns 
to talk to my father and 
finally persuaded him.” Ding 
later passed the entrance 
examination and enrolled as 
one of the ten males on the 
course. 

In 2002, as the best student 
among the ten males, Ding 
graduated from the vocational 
school and began his career. “I 
was under some pressure. As a 
male teacher in a kindergarten, 
everyone paid attention to 
my performance,” says Ding. 

He also felt uncomfortable 
surrounded entirely by 
females. “On the first day, 
when I went to the dining 
room to have lunch, the women 
teachers looked at me 
curiously. I didn’t know where I 
should sit. Finally I went to a 
corner and sat down by myself.” 
The beginning was a little 
hard. A lot of kindergarten 
schools in China allow the 


children to board there during 
the week. It takes pressure off 
busy parents, but means extra 
responsibility for teachers. 

Ding found himself not only 
teaching classes but also 
looking after the daily life of 
the children which was totally 
new for him. “At first, I didn’t 
know how to comb hair for 
girls and they always said it 
was painful. Another teacher 
then taught me how to do it. 
She combed a girl’s hair in 
front of me and I followed 
her example.” Ding’s skills 
improved rapidly and after a 
short while, he was even able 
to create different hairstyles. 
“Now all of them want me 
to comb their hair,” Ding says 
proudly. 

Another thing that troubled 
Ding was bathing the children. 
“I didn’t dare to touch their 
little limbs for fear that I might 
hurt them. When I put soap on 
them, they said it felt ticklish. 
And I was afraid they might 
fall since the floor was wet and 
slippery. I didn’t know where to 
start.” Again Ding learned from 
other experienced teachers and 
before long, he could do the 
work easily. But Ding says 
there were still some parents 
who could not accept the 
idea of a male teacher taking 
care of their children. “The 
kindergarten was confident, 
but some parents were not. It’s 
a question of concept.” 

Ding once met some parents 
who came to enter their 
children’s names for the 
kindergarten. “They mistook 
me for a parent. I told them 
I was actually a teacher. They 
said, A teacher! Good! We’ve 
finally got male teachers!’ I was 
very happy to hear them say 
that,” Ding smiles. 

Enjoying being with children 

Ding says what he enjoys 
most about the job is that he 
feels every day is a happy day 
being with children. “It is easy 
to gain a child’s trust, as 
long as you look at everything 
from their point of view and 
regard yourself as equal to 
them.” Ding likes sports and he 
becomes one with the children 
when playing with them. When 
he teaches the children to 
roller-skate, some children will 
deliberately bump into him and 
knock him down, and then all 
the children come to climb on 
top of him. Sometimes he’s 
more a friend to them than a 
teacher. 



“Watch out! Little monkey. 



“It’s your mom, say hello. 


Ding is very popular with 
the children, which he 
attributes partly to his 
teaching style and partly to 
the fact that he’s a man. “I 
think the atmosphere in a 
kindergarten should be like a 
family; both women and men 
are needed, just as there is a 
mum and dad at home.” 
Children have their own 
way of showing love. 

Sometimes they come to hug 
Ding or just hold onto his hand 
all the time so that he cannot 
do anything else. They even 
call him ‘Daddy Ding.’ 

On Friday afternoon when 
the children are taken home by 
their parents, they often invite 
Ding to go back home with 
them. “I will ask mum to cook 
you a good dinner. She is very 
good at cooking,” they would 
say, “and we can go to some 
place to have snacks at night. 
Tomorrow I will go with you 
to the amusement park and 
in the evening we will go 
and visit a friend of mine...” 

The children always suggest a 
busy schedule, but Ding has 
to refuse with thanks. “Every 
time when I turn them down, 
they are quite disappointed.” 

To take good care of the 
children, Ding has to be very 
cautious. “It might seem like 
an easy job, but actually it’s 
quite stressful. We have to keep 
a close eye on every child, in 
case anything should happen. 
Because I am a man, I feel I 
should be even more careful.” 
Ding says sometimes he even 
does not have time for a drink 
of water, worrying that he may 
lose sight of one of the children. 
Confident in the future 
Since becoming a teacher 
in the kindergarten, Ding has 
realized more and more how 
important preschool education 
is for the healthy growth 
of a child and how vital 
the teacher’s role is. “A good 
personality is formed during 
childhood,” he says. 

Ding has found that 
children tend to imitate his 
speech and actions. “They 
would say, ‘Do not speak! Keep 
quiet!’ with the tone and pitch 
exactly like mine. I realized 
I must pay more attention to 
my own manners. Children are 
like a piece of white paper 
and teachers can help to draw 
pictures on it. The teachers’ 
influence, in some ways, is 
more important than that of 
the parents’ because the 


Photos by Wang Wei 

children stay with us for five 
days a week.” 

Ding says he has learned 
many new things and also 
improved his personality 
during his work. “Once I gave a 
singing lesson. It was supposed 
to last half an hour but it 
went on for an hour and some 
children still didn’t learn. I 
had to teach them individually, 
but still some could not make 
it. I became impatient and 
criticized them. Later I realized 
that different children had 
different abilities in study. 
There was no fault in them. 
Now I am more patient.” 

Ding used to be a quieter 
person, but the job has made 
him more talkative. “I have 
to speak more, and should 
have many styles of language. 
When I play with the children, 
we pretend to be different 
characters in a story. I have 
to enter into the spirit of my 
role. And if the role is a girl, I 
should speak in a girl’s voice.” 
This can catch him out as he 
occasionally lapses into one of 
his role-playing voices when 
he’s out with his friends who 
then tease him mercilessly. 

As a male teacher, Ding 
feels he has had opportunities 
as well as pressure. “Male 
teachers in a kindergarten are 
still something new. So if we 
do well, it will be noticed 
immediately.” Ding believes 
male teachers have their own 
features and strengths, and his 
future plan is to study more 
about preschool education and 
possibly pursue management. 

For the time being, his 
career has just begun and 
he still has many things to 
learn from other experienced 
teachers. “I don’t have regrets. I 
like to work hard and show my 
ability.” Now Ding’s father is 
very satisfied with his son and 
Ding’s work is also admired by 
most of his former classmates. 
“They think I am doing an 
interesting job and always 
encourage me to work hard.” 

A new semester is soon to 
begin, and Ding will have a 
new assignment: teaching the 
children science. It’s a new 
course in his kindergarten and 
he has made great efforts to 
study the teaching methods 
and prepare the lessons. Ding 
regards this as a new 
opportunity. “Maybe I can use 
the experience and write 
papers on teaching children 
about science in future.” 
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By Zheng Jiawen/ Zhang Huan 

O ne of the most prized 
collections of ancient 
calligraphy in the world 
has returned to China and goes 
on display at the Shanghai 
Museum next week. 

The album, Chunhua Ge Tie , 
was purchased recently by the 
museum for US $4.5 million, the 
highest amount ever paid for 
such an artwork. 

The oldest known collection 
of calligraphy extant, Chunhua 
Ge Tie was originally a series 
of ancient calligraphy models, 
engraved on a set of wooden 
plates by order of Emperor 
Taizong of the Northern Song 
Dynasty in 992. The album, 
compiled by an official named 
Wang Zhu, was divided into 
10 volumes, containing over 400 
calligraphy works by more than 
100 emperors and renowned 
officials and calligraphers, dating 


Forbidden City. The surviving sets 
include only the fourth, sixth, 
seventh and eighth volumes, the 
others have been lost. 

The copy purchased by the 
Shanghai Museum, which 
includes all four of these 
volumes, is said to be the best 
preserved of all those that have 
survived. 

The fourth volume contains 
works by renowned officials of 
the Tang Dynasty and the sixth, 
seventh and eighth volumes are 
works by Wang Xizhi. 

The album was offered for sale 
in the 1980’s at an art auction in 
Hong Kong, and was purchased 
by an American collector for US 
$300,000. 

At that time, the Shanghai 
Museum also wanted to buy it, 
but lack the funds. Since then, 
Chunhua Ge Tie had been on the 
minds of many art historians. Qi 
Gong, a well-known scholar had 



Ancient Calligraphy Album 



m 




to Go on Show in Shanghai 


from the Han Dynasty (206 BC- 
AD 220) to the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907). 

The most precious of these are 
a series of over 100 writings by 
“Calligraphy Saint” Wang Xizhi of 
the Jin Dynasty (265-420). The 
original wooden plates are believed 
to have been destroyed in a fire, 
leaving only rubbings of some of 
the volumes, given by the Song 
emperor as gifts to his ministers. 
Only a handful of these sets of 
rubbings are still in existence 
today, including one kept by the 



Wang Qingzheng, vice curator of 
the Shanghai Museum introduces 
Chunhua Ge Tie. 


said, “This is a national treasure. 
I will die with my eyes open 
without seeing Chunhua Ge Tie 
returned to China.” 

The purchase price of US 
$4.5 million dollars is the second 
highest amount ever paid for a 
Chinese cultural relic anywhere 
in the world, the highest being 
HK $44 million (US $5.6 million) 
for a Ming Dynasty porcelain, 
auctioned in 2000. Although 
the price has increased 15-fold 
on what it sold for in the 
1980s, Chinese experts have 
been unanimous in their support 
for the purchase. Chen Pengju, 
a member of the Calligraphy 
Association of Shanghai 
commented, “As a national 
treasure, it is priceless. As long 
as it is authentic, it is never too 
much.” 

Wang Qingzheng, vice curator 
of the Shanghai Museum said 
that the greatest value of the 
four volumes of Chunhua Ge 
Tie lies in the three volumes of 
calligraphy by Wang Xizhi, 160 
pieces in all. “During the reign of 
Tang Dynasty Emperor Taizong 
(599-649), there were some 3,000 
or so known calligraphy works by 
Wang Xizhi. But now, only 20 or 
so pieces of copies remain. So the 
four volumes of Chunhua Ge Tie 
are truly precious.” 

Chunhua Ge Tie will be 
on display at the Shanghai 
Museum for one month, from 
September 24. The museum is 
also preparing to publish a book 
of the album. 
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Dream of 

a Suanshikou Mansion 

Former Residence of 
Renowned Author Confirmed 

By Wang Jun/ Zhang Huan 

A seventeen-and-a-half room courtyard 
house at Suanshikou, in the south of Beijing, 
has been confirmed as the former residence 
of Cao Xueqin, the author of A Dream of Red 
Mansions. Cai Yijiang, vice chairman of the 
Dream of Red Mansions Society, announced 
the news on September 5, the 240th anni- 
versary of Cao’s death. 

Cao spent many years writing A Dream 
of Red Mansions , known as one of the four 
great classics of Chinese literature. He is 
believed to have finished it sometime before 
1754. 

In 2000, following the announcement of 
plans to redevelop the area, the courtyard 
house at 207 Guangqumen Neidajie became 
the center of a dispute in literary circles, 
over whether or not it really was the for- 
mer residence of the celebrated writer. The 
Dream of Red Mansions Society set up an 
investigation panel to settle the question. 

According to historical records, in 1729, 
Qing Dynasty Emperor Yongzheng ordered 
the return of a seventeen-and-a-half-room 
courtyard at Suanshikou, Chongwenmen- 
wai, as well as six servants, to the widowed 
wife of Cao Yin, the head of the Cao family, 
that she might support herself. The house 
and servants had earlier been confiscated 
by the government. 

It was this record that confirmed that 
the Cao family did have seventeen-and-a- 
half rooms at the district of Suanshikou. 

The investigation panel then consulted 
The Complete Map of the Capital in the 
Qianlong Reign, and found that there was 
only one courtyard house in the vicinity of 
Suanshikou that had seventeen-and-a-half 
rooms. A field trip basically confirmed that 
the seventeen-and-a-half rooms mentioned 
in the record was in fact the courtyard 
house at No. 207 Guangqumen Neidajie. 

During the course of the investigation, 
the panel also discovered that there were 
still four screen doors inside the courtyard 
with the Chinese characters duan, fang, 
zheng and zhi, meaning straight, upright, 
standard and just, inscribed on them. These 
four characters are used by the Cao family 
in the novel A Dream of Red Mansions, and 
are believed to have been the Cao family 
motto. 

In light of this evidence, the panel ar- 
rived at the conclusion that the courtyard 
house was, in fact, the former residence of 
Cao Xueqin. 

This resulted in a new dilemma, in that 
the courtyard, along with others in the area, 
was slated for demolition to make way for 
the reconstruction of Guang’an Dajie. 

Some experts maintained that the court- 
yard was not worth being preserved, as the 
house itself had been reconstructed in the 
early 20th Century. But others argued that 
the original layout of the courtyard could 
still be clearly made out, which was suffi- 
cient reason to preserve it. 

Finally it was decided that after a thor- 
ough archaeological excavation on the origi- 
nal site, No. 207 would be demolished and a 
replica of the original seventeen-and-a-half 
rooms would be built slightly to the north, 
as a Cao Xueqin museum. 
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(Left and center) Controversy Model by Sun Yuan and Peng Yu; (Right) Food City by Song Dong Photos by Tian Xiaotong 


Racy Show Unveiled 


at Red 


By Shan Jinliang 

A exhibition of 
/ \ sexually explicit 
X ^paintings elicited a 
mix of heated criticism and 
rave reviews as soon as it 
opened at the Red Gate 
Gallery last Saturday 

The works on display 
in the show, titled Pink 
Bed , are creations of 
30-something painter 
Shen Ling, a professional 
artist and teacher at the 
middle school affiliated to 
the Central Institute of 
Fine Arts. Her paintings 
have been shown before 
in China and overseas in 
Italy, South Korea and 
the US. 

The first floor of the 
gallery houses 12 oil 
paintings and nine pen 
and ink works surrounded 
by a circle of pink curtains 
meant to represent 
couples’ private sexual 
lives. All the paintings 
depict a couple in different 
stages of making love and 
afterwards, such as in the 
shower, with no details of 
their anatomies 
unrevealed. 

Some of small pen and 
ink works focus on the 
very different subject of 
experiences during 
Beijing’s “SARS Spring.” 
According to Shen, public 
response to those works 
has been positive, while 
her overtly sexual 
paintings have proven a 
little harder to stomach for 
some viewers. 

Wang Haiyan, a 
graduate student of fine 
arts at Shandong Normal 
University, told Beijing 
Today that she overheard 
four foreign visitors at 
the show call some of the 
works “dirty.” She herself 
believes the paintings are 
not offensive and are 
acceptable depictions of 
human sexuality. 

Shen told Beijing 
Today that the 
inspirations for some of 
the works came from 
her own experiences and 
some simply from her 
imagination. “I enjoy 
sexuality. I express my 
emotions and experiences 
directly. Personally, I 
think my paintings are 
beautiful, and I can see 
why some people would 
misinterpret them, but I 
am not terribly concerned 
about what other people 
think,” she said. 


Shower 
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Night by Shen Ling 


Gate Gallery 


Spring Breeze by Moon Bong-sun 

Korean Painter Gets Back to Basics 


itoo long, Strange nips 


By Shan Jinliang 

When they came up the stairs to 
the third floor of the Today Art Gal- 
lery on Tuesday evening, a group of 
young women were shocked and a 
bit frightened when they were met 
by two people dressed like apemen, 
who then kneeled at their feet and 
cried out, “Mama!” 

This strange bit of performance 
art is just a sample of the fare on 
offer at the Post-Reality exhibition 


that opened that day. That show 
is one section of a two-part event, 
the second of which, dubbed Second 
Hand Reality , opened the same day 
at Today Art Gallery’s branch in the 
Pingguo Community in Chaoyang 
district. 

The works on display at both ven- 
ues are all avant-garde fare, such 
as the installation piece Controversy 
Model by Sun Yuan and Peng Yu, in 
which several dogs are tethered to 


small treadmills. Yin Xiuzhen’s Weap- 
ons installation is made up of a col- 
lection of poles wrapped in clothes 
meant to look like TV towers and 
symbolize the power television pos- 
sesses in modern society. 

Zhang Baoquan, director of the 
Today Gallery, told Beijing Today 
that the shows are intended to be 
forums for the public viewing of 
China’s most active artists and to 
help people refresh their notions re- 
garding performance and multime- 
dia art. 


By Shan Jinliang 

Artist Moon Bong-sun has such 
stature in his native South Korea 
that one of this ink and wash paint- 
ings hangs in the home of Korean 
President Roh Moo-hyun. 

A new exhibition of Moon’s work 
opened September 4 at Beijing’s 
Soka Art Center in the Tianhai 
Business Plaza, and the crowds that 
have collected at the show are solid 
evidence that his art has cross-cul- 
tural appeal. He seems on the verge 
of making more high-profile sales, 
as the center’s boss has made noises 
about purchasing one of the works, 
as has LG Electronics China Presi- 
dent Roh Yong Ak. 

In recent years, Moon has left 
his previous normal subject matter 
of mountains and rivers to portray 


smaller scenes full of details easily 
overlooked in the bustle of modern 
life. “He portrays the object and 
place itself,” Oh Kwang sum, direc- 
tor of the South Korean National 
Museum of Contemporary Art and 
Art Critic, is quoted as saying in the 
show’s introductory brochure. 

Among the works exhibited in 
this show ar e Earth Dawn and River- 
side, which elegantly depict the sky 
and land and tree branches along 
the banks of a river. Wang Yihan, 
general manager of the Soka Art 
Center, described Moon’s works as 
representing an outstanding meld- 
ing of Asian artistic concepts with 
Western painting techniques. “They 
are also representations of the paint- 
er’s quiet internal mood, refinement 
and self-restraint,” she added. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

^ 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake, Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 1 2.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool,sour,sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

— M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688—2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5 / 1, X i n d o ng'a n Plaza, Wangfuj mg 
Da jie,Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie,Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


-^3- -*Or em 

BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU L I N Seafood Restaurant: more than lOO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel: (010)68843 3 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
Efeil§:(010)68843388-718/620 1*1 
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Beauty Competition Ends in Storm 


By Xiao Xia 

Hainan’s renowned scenic resort “the 
ends of the earth”, also known as Tianya 
Haijiao, witnessed the crowning Sunday 
of Hunan beauty Xiao Qing at the 11th 
New Silk Road Model Competition, one 
of the top such competitions in China. 


The bad weather on the final night 
never shrouded the beauty of the 51 
competitors from all over the country. 
Behind the champion Xiao Qing, run- 
ners up were Yao Yao, Gu Yu, Wu Yu- 
zhen, Luo Jun and Zhang Xiaowen. 

The New Silk Road model competi- 


tion is an annual gala in China’s model- 
ing circle and a major festival in Hainan’s 
southernmost city, Sanya. Models from 
all over China gather on the seashore to 
show their talent, elegance and beauty 
every year. The finalists are winners of 
the 17 regional competitions. 


Venturing onto the open catwalk after 
the heavy storm, the competitors were 
hailed as both beautiful and brave. The 
beauty show reached its climax in the rain, 
when all the audience joined in to sing the 
pop song “Please Come to the End of the 
Earth” under the colorful umbrellas. 



By Lu Junying 

Production came to a halt on 
Zhang Yimou’s new film, Amus- 
cades in All Directions , last Thurs- 
day, when the star, Hong Kong 
actress Anita Mui, was announced 
to be suffering from cervical cancer. 

Shooting was due to have be- 
gun in Ukraine, before the news 
was announced at a press confer- 
ence on September 5. 

According to a spokeswoman 
for Mui, she needs to go to hospi- 
tal for regular checks and will be 
unable to work for a long time. 

“It will depend on whether 
Mui’s condition changes, but we 
will do our best,” said Zhang 
Weiping, producer of the film. 



By Lu Junying 

CoCo Li performs in Beijing on October 6. 

Best known for her hits Didadi and True Lover , Li is the 
first Chinese pop singer to be nominated for an Oscar and the 
first to perform at the Oscar Awards Ceremony. 

Currently, she has sold over ten million records world wide. 

In the middle of last month, Li performed at the Daegu World 
Cup Stadium in Korea, at the Opening Ceremony of the Summer 
Universiade, singing All Around the World and A Dream of One, 
the English version of the theme song for the games, from her 
upcoming English album. All Around the World is also featured 
on the soundtrack of Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle. 

Beijing will be the first stop of Li’ s China tour, which will 
continue to Nanchang, Ningbo, Chongqing and Changsha. 

She will also appear in the opening concert of the Nanning 
International Arts Festival of Folk Music, in early November. 



Warriors Entered 
in Oscar Race 


By Lu Junying 

The State Administration of Ra- 
dio Film and Television announced 
last Thursday that it was entering 
the film Warriors of Heaven and 
Earth in the Foreign Language 
Film category at the 2004 Acade- 
my Awards, representing China’s 
mainland. 

The film, directed by He Ping, is 
an action drama set in the Tang Dy- 
nasty, starring Jiang Wen, Zhao Wei, 
and Japanese actor Kiichi Nakai. 


It is a co-production between 
Huayi Brothers and Taihe Film, and 
Columbia TriStar. Columbia also pro- 
duced 2002’ s Crouching Tiger, Hid- 
den Dragon , the first Chinese film to 
win the best foreign film Oscar. 

Wang Zhongjun, president of 
Huayi Brothers and Taihe Film 
Investment said to the media add- 
ed, “I have enough confidence to 
contend for the Oscar, because I 
think the film is the best one in 
recent years.” 


WORLDWIDE 



Christian Bale to 
Play 

Next ‘Batman’ 


Christian Bale will don the cape and mask 
in a film that will chronicle the early career of 
The Dark Knight, Warner Brothers Pictures 
announced Thursday. 

Memento filmmaker Christopher Nolan 
will direct the movie, which is set to begin 
filming in early 2004. ‘What I see in Christian 
is the ultimate embodiment of Bruce Wayne. 
He has exactly the balance of darkness and 
light that we were looking for,” Nolan said in 
a press release. 

Bale, 29, made his breakthrough in Steven 
Spielberg’s Empire of the Sun in 1987, play- 
ing a boy trying to survive in a Japanese-run 
POW camp in China. (LOS ANGELES) 



Johnny Cash, country music’s “Man in 
Black” and one of the genre’s most enduring 
figures, died last Friday at the age of 71. 

“Johnny died due to complications from di- 
abetes, which resulted in respiratory failure,” 
manager Lou Robin said in a statement. 

Cash’s death comes just four months after 
the death of his wife, the country singer-song- 
writer June Carter Cash. She died in May of 
complications from heart surgery at age 73. 

Cash was credited with being the inspi- 
ration for a generation of Nashville upstarts 
with songs like I Walk the Line, Folsom Pris- 
on Blues and Ring of Fire. (Reuters) 

Hudson, Spears Make 
Best/Worst Dressed List 

Actresses Kate Hudson, Nicole Kidman, 
Jennifer Aniston, and Halle Berry took top 
honors in People magazine’s best dressed 
of 2003 special issue on Thursday, with 
singers Britney Spears, Lil’ Kim and Mari- 
ah Carey getting a thumbs down for fash- 
ion disasters. 

Hudson, star of Almost Famous and 
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days, was named 
“Free Spirit” for a style that reflected her 
inner hippie chick. 

Oscar-winner Kidman was crowned The 
Goddess for being the epitome of elegance, 
and Friends star Aniston was named “The 
Purist” for her no-frills mantra. Oscar-win- 
ner Berry was pronounced “The Showstop- 
per” for wowing crowds by flaunting her 
figure. (Reuters/VNU) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 Gxt.3005/3006 



NWD (Hotels Investm ents) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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CHINA LIFE TOWER 
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Enquiry hotline: w 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bar 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB3 -4yuan/squaremeter/ day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price :RMB 2.8-3 . 5yuan/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(lncluding property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+1 5%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :( 17:3 0-1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD :No . 22 Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 1 0004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing, China 
Transportation: conveniently closetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionistCLobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMnid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental ^Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100 % :De P artment 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors , E 1 e vator s , M i n or Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


IV 9c 


OToSouth ofLanDao building, if snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 3 8 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao 'Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Muizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD2 8/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: su PP ii ed nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators 1 1 VAC System: Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt D i s ney, B A S Y, 1 < C ) N K, I i-tu rt 1 e Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 


4 bjR Tfr IMI JS 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 
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64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser: Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult affiairs ; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages » 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86- 1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 








SHOPPING 


IEUING TODAY 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 



E-mail: zhangxx@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHANG XIAOXIA DESIGNER: PANG LEI 







Business Service 


BUSINESS AGENT 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 


PRE'NEDIA 


dvertising agent service 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


PREO-(BEIJING) MHMMMMM 


Professional media comnan 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 3001 168744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 
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The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m ±: 1 7 107-109 m 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDI AN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $$ 57107-57109 88371521 lf^ : 68342761 W&A: MlflM'hS.ftK 
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BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 


\ MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ we’re looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 

♦ Trademark introduction; 

♦ Marketing promotion and management; 

♦ Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 

Tel:13911195219 


Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


Fun for Furry Friends 


Lace Umbrella, 20 yuan 


Not Your Grandfather’s leans 


Lovely Lace 


By Chen Si 

All things frilly are available at shop No. 3058 in the Yaxiu 
Market. Among the goods on sale are tablecloths, bedspreads, 
placemats and handkerchiefs, all made of delicate hand-sewn lace. 

Lace, called chousi in Chinese, is a very labor-intensive 
material to make, and a single piece can take a skilled 
craftsman one year to complete. The holes in the 
material add to its charm, making it light and 
giving pieces an ethereal quality. 

The tablecloth selection includes 
hundreds of choices in a variety 
of shapes, styles and colors, sure to 
fit dining tables sized for two or for 
20. Among the most impressive is a huge 
cloth made to a cover a 12-person table 
(4,500 yuan) designed with a dramatic 
lacey picture of the Great Wall surrounded 
by smaller pictures of flowers and fruit. 

Smaller and less intricate cloths go for 1,000 yuan or less. 

Other items on sale include bedcovers, clothes and 
somewhat impractical umbrellas. The latter come in a range of 
colors and cost only 20 yuan each, but of course at not terribly 
effective at keeping out the rain. 

Where: Store No. 3058 Yaxiu Market, Sanlitun, Chaoyang 
Open: 9:30 am - 9 pm Tel: 8402 8126 


Lace tissue 
cover, 10 yuan 


By Lu Junying 

Long the coolest kind of pants in the West, jeans 
have wedged themselves into popular culture in China 
in the past couple decades, becoming the pants of 
choice for many people, young and old. Yet finding 
comfortable, fashionable and good-quality jeans can 
still be a challenge in the capital. 

One place to look for fun jeans with extra flair 
is the Pansitong shop, a small store tucked away 
on the third floor of Xidan Mingzhu Plaza that 
specializes in domestically-made jeans of all kinds. 

Among the unusual designs on offer is a pair that 
has a half-moon shape on each leg (220 yuan). When 
wearers keep their legs together, the halves unite to 
form full moons above their knees. 

Tapered, tight jeans seem to the hot fashion for 
young Beijing women this season, and this store has 
plenty for them. There is a wide range of close-cut 
jeans that taper from waist to ankle in a variety 
of designs, colors and sizes, all priced at 150 yuan 
each. Also available are some fun, comfortable jeans 
overalls (80 yuan per pair) in a range of colors perfect 
for the hip and the pregnant. 

Women into the “Old West” look can try check 
the cowboy blouses (220 yuan) in off-white. They 
have mid-length sleeves with macrame cuffs and 
tight, low collars. 

The store also offers a range of coats, shoes and 
bags to round out popular styles, all priced around 100 
to 200 per item. 

Where: Store No. 38, Northwest corner of third 
floor of Xidan Mingzhu Plaza, Xicheng Open: 9:30 
am - 7:30 pm 


Overalls, 

80 yuan 

Photos by 
Tian Xiao tong 


Embroided work, 680 yuan 


Dog house, 350 yuan 

Naxi Nick-Nacks 


By Lu Junying 

N ow that dog ownership 
charges are slated to 
drop, more people in 
the capital are likely to add 
pets to their families. That’s 
where the Chonglikang Pet 
Store in Yangfangdian near 
the China People’s Revolution 
Military Museum comes in. This 
store offers a complete range of 
food, toys, brushes and other 
goods needed to keep dogs, 
cats, other pets and their 
owners happy. 

The store is attached 
to a veterinary clinic that 
offers treatment and boarding 
services, and can even send 
expert animal doctors for house 
calls. 

Many of the dogs popular 
in this city are small, yippy 
pooches. Sensitive owners can 
purchase a special electrical 
collar that zaps dogs with a mild 
shock when their barks exceed 
a certain decibel. The 195-yuan 
product can give owners and 
neighbors a little peace of mind 
without causing dogs permanent 
harm. 

Also on offer are mansion- 
like wood houses for dogs or 
cats (350 yuan) that even have 
windows, and more portable 
shelters in the form of carriers 
that can ensure pets stay safe 
and healthy during flights and 
other journeys. The larger 
carriers are made in the US (400 
yuan) and the smaller, colorful 
versions (220 yuan each) are 
made in Japan. 

Chonglikang is also a haven 
for pet fun in the form of a wide 
variety of toys for dogs and cats 
that fetch 10 to 100 yuan. 

Where: No. 6 Bowangyuan 
Dishang, No. 5 Yangfangdian 
Donglu, Haidian Open: 9 am - 
10 pm Tel: 6396 3038 

Wind chimes and sandals 


By Chen Si 

Few people are lucky 
enough to make it to the 
Yunnan Province home of the 
remote Naxi people. For those 
that can’t go, store No. 4010 
in the Yaxiu Market can 
provide a virtual tour with 
its wide range of goods, 

including woodcarvings, 


embroidery pieces and 
sandals, handmade by the 
Naxi themselves. 

The most immediately 
striking items on offer are 
the painted woodcarvings of 
characters from the Naxi’s 
beautiful pictographic script 
that go for around 100 yuan 
each. One carving that would 
make a good gift for a loved 
one depicts two figures linked 
together, like two people 
holding hands. 

Other minorities of 
Yunnan are known for their 
embroidery, or xiupian , 
but the Naxi’s style of 
this ancient art stands 
out due to their use 
of metallic thread that 
make pieces literally 
sparkle. The store 
carries a wide range of 
embroidered works, all 
hand-sewn with 
amazing attention to 
detail, in a range of 
sizes, subjects and shapes. 
Some can be sewn onto 


garments as attractive cuffs 
or collars, while larger ones 
are perfect for proudly 
hanging on a wall. 

The most expensive 
embroidered work in the 
store is an exquisite piece 
sewn by the store owner’s 
great grandmother decades 
ago that costs 8,000 yuan, 
but is sure to be truly one- 
of-a-kind. 

Shelves are also stocked 
with smaller items made by 
the Naxi, such as wooden 
wind-chimes and handmade 
sandals. 

Where: Store No. 4010 
Yaxiu Market, Sanlitun, 
Chaoyang Open: 9:30 am - 9 
pm Tel: 13641115055 
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By Joel Kirkhart 

W hile 

over the 
past five 

centuries coffee has 
become the most popular 
beverage on earth, with 500 
billion cups now consumed 
worldwide per year, tea has 
managed to continue to dominate 
this country’s cups as it has 
for millennia. Yet things are 
reforming and opening up, and 
in just the past few years coffee 
has grabbed a true foothold in 
China, or at least among many 
people in Beijing. 

There is no doubt that the 
majority of people here who have 
tried coffee are most familiar 
with its instant form, and Nescafe 
and other instant competitors are 
normally the only kinds of coffee 
products sold at local 
supermarkets. Many specialty 
stores and high-end markets, 
however, now stock a surprising 
range of pre-ground, vacuum- 
packed coffees, and a select few 
even freshly roasted beans, 
meaning there is no reason to 
suffer through another cup of 
unsatisfying, low-quality brew. 

Commonly misperceived as a 
bean, coffee is in fact made from 
the seeds of berries that grow 
on trees particular to the world’s 
subtropical belt at elevations of sea 
level to 6,000 feet. The production 
of coffee is an incredibly labor- 
intensive process, and by the time it 
is ready to drink has gone through 
seven stages and sometimes just 
as many handlers. First, ripe 
berries are picked, normally by 
hand. With their small size, it 
takes approximately 2,000 of these 
berries, each of which contain two 
seeds, to produce around 500 grams 
of roasted coffee. 

The picked berries are then 
transported for processing. The 
fruit is removed from the seeds 
either by drying the cherries or 
by literally washing the flesh off. 
The beans, green when raw, are 
then dried, sorted, graded and 
selected, again normally by hand. 
Once separated, they are bagged 
and shipped to roasters all over 
the world (including a couple in 
Beijing.) The amount of beans 
shipped is phenomenal, as coffee is 
the second most traded commodity 
in the world, following petroleum. 

There are two basic kinds of 
coffee beans, the superior arabica 
and the hardier robusta. Arabica 
beans grow best at higher altitudes 
and produce more flavorful and 
aromatic coffees, though they 
normally contain only the half 
the caffeine of robusta beans. The 
hardier, easier-to-grow and higher- 
yielding robusta species have more 
bitter-tasting beans, and thus are 
normally just used in inexpensive 
coffees or to add caffeine or body to 
a blend. 

Coffee is grown in nearly every 
country with the right geographic 
qualities. Prominent producers in 
South America include Colombia, 
a giant maker of famed high- 
quality beans, and Costa Rica and 
Guatemala, which produce coffee 
with a distinct acidity bite. The 
plant is native to Ethiopia, which 
still produces a range of rich, 
often spicy coffees, and has also 
spread to other areas of Africa, 
such as Kenya, known for mellow- 
citrusy flavored coffees. Among the 
few coffee-making areas of North 
America are Jamaica, home of 
cherished Blue Mountain coffee, 
and Hawaii, which produces 
expensive and flavorful Kona coffee. 
As a result of colonialism, even 
East Asia is the in the coffee game. 
Indonesian coffee, whether Java or 
Sumatra, is sought after for its 
earthy flavor and full body, and the 
Philippines produce rich, delicious 
Batangas coffee and other varieties. 

China’s Yunnan Province has 
been growing coffee with increasing 
success since 1892, when the plant 
was introduced to the area by 
a French missionary. The remote 
province lies directly in the coffee- 
growing belt of the world and 
offers the elevation and rainfall to 
produce top-level coffee. A range of 
Yunnan coffees, in whole bean and 
ground form under the Leshou and 
Golden Valley brands, are available 
in Beijing, and while most are 
pretty rough, there is at least one 
near diamond. 






Just Say No - 
to instant Coffee 
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Coffee 
Makers 
on the Market 

French press - also called 
a press pot or plunger, many 
people swear by these simple 
devices for the richest, 
strongest tasting coffee. 

French presses are easy to 
use, easy to clean and fast. 

Just remember to drink 
pressed coffee immediately - it 
does not sit well. When buying 
a French press, look at the 
quality of the screen and go for 
ones with glass bodies. 


CAfEXI$RE 




Vacuum coffee makers - 
these complex devices look 
great and make superb, 
consistent coffee, but can be 
pretty expensive. They are not 
the easiest to use, but are 
definitely the most impressive 
to watch and produce coffee 
as rich as that from a French 
press but without the grit. 
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Drip makers - electric drip 
coffee machines are probably 
the most common kind of 
coffee makers in local homes. 
These machines are very easy 
to use, but many do not 
get water up to optimal 
temperature, which can lead to 
a weaker brew. When choosing 
a drip maker, look for one with 
a cone-shaped filter basket 
that uses paper filters or 
comes with a gold reusable 
filter - plastic filters make 
wretched coffee. Also, don’t 
skimp, as many cheaper 
machines make poor coffee. 
Machines by foreign makers 
Braun and Krups are 
recommended. 



While these countries are the 
stars of the coffee growing world, 
the list above does not include 
the world’s biggest coffee exporter. 
That honor goes to Brazil, quietly 
followed by new giant Vietnam, 
both of which mostly produce 
robusta beans. The massive 
amounts of coffee coming out of 
Vietnam in the past several years 
have had a marked influence on the 
market, helping to push the price 
of coffee down to the chagrin of 
other developing, 
coffee-producing nations, 
particularly in Africa and 
Latin America. 

Place of origin is one 
of the two most common 
labels for coffee, the other 
being type of roast. 

Roasting is an essential 
process to coffee drinking, 
as raw beans are nearly 
tasteless. It only when 
they are cooked under 
high, dry heat that their 
essential oils bubble to the 
surface and they undergo 
the chemical changes that 
make them the flavorful, 
aromatic nuggets beloved 
around the world 

Light roasted coffee, 
perhaps the best known 
variety of which is called 
City, comes in colors that 
range from cinnamon 
brown to light tan. Their 
flavor is typically acidic 
and not as rich as darker 
roasts, but they do pack 
a heavier caffeine punch. 

Medium roasts, called 
American, Breakfast or 
Full City, fall, not surprisingly in 
the middle. 

These days, dark roasts 
dominate the market, prized for 
their fuller, bittersweet flavor that 
makes them perfect for both 
brewed coffee and espresso. They 
range from lustrous chocolate 
brown to almost oily black, and 
while some have a smoky edge, 
most have a silky texture thanks 
to the greater carmelization of 
internal sugars. Common dark 
roasts, in order of darkness, include 
Vienna, French and Italian. 

Armed with some knowledge of 
coffee varieties, it is time to take 
the next step and start brewing 
it up at home. There are several 
methods for doing this, all of which 
will require the purchase of some 
sort of equipment (see side story at 
left). Each brewing system has its 
own advantages and draw backs, 
so choose the type that seems 
right for you and get brewing. 

Big department stores around town 
should offer most, with probably 
the largest and most complete 
selection available at the Lufthansa 
Shopping Center. 

Before starting to brew, however, 
there is one crucial measurement 
and four main principles to live 


by for making good coffee. The 
measurement is the standard coffee 
dose of two to two-and-a-half level 
teaspoons of coffee per three- 
quarter cup of water. The four 
principles are listed below: 

Grind your own. This is easier 
said than done in Beijing, as 
there are few coffee grinders on 
the market and those available 
are almost prohibitively expensive. 
Plus, doing this necessitates getting 
freshly roasted, whole bean coffee, 
available through a few 
venues but generally 
expensive. Whole bean and 
ground coffee should be 
kept in an airtight 
container in a dark, cool 
place. While many do it, 
refrigerating coffee can 
actually sap flavor from 
the beans. 

Use good water. While 
tap water results in 
drinkable coffee, flavor will 
be more pure and robust 
f from good tasting water 
chock full of minerals, such 
as spring water. 

Keep things clean. 
Repeated use leaves 
residue on all brewing 
equipment that can injure 
taste. While it is 
unnecessary to clean 
equipment after every use, 
regular cleanings will help 
get the most out of your 
coffee. 

Keep it fresh. Coffee is 
best within 10 minutes of 
brewing and should not be 
kept on heat for any longer 
than necessary. 

Cafe de Olio - Mexican-style 
strong coffee with sugar and 
spices 

Mexico is a coffee producing 
and loving nation. One popular 
Mexican version of the drink is 
a rich, dark and sweet brew 
redolent of spice that makes a 
great change from regular coffee. 
Aside from adding some extra 
ingredients, the brewing method 
is simple and almost fool-proof. 

Ingredients: 

1/2 to 2/3 cup packed brown 
sugar, plus 1 teaspoon molasses 
(optional) 

2 inches cinnamon stick 

A few aniseeds (optional) 

2/3 cup dark-roast coffee, 
medium to coarse grind 

Procedure: 

Mix five cups water, the sugar, 
cinnamon and optional aniseed in 
a small pot. Slowly bring to a boil, 
stirring to melt the sugar. Stir 
in the coffee, remove from heat, 
cover and steep for five minutes. 

Strain the coffee through a fine- 
mesh sieve (but not a coffee filter) 
into cups and serve immediately. 

Makes four to five servings. 


% Coffee Talk 

By WangXiaoxiao 

The popularity of coffee is growing in this country, but 
the masses still seem skeptical. This week, Beijing Today 
interviewed some young people at a local Starbuck’s cafe 
to get their opinions on coffee and how they take it. 
Christine Jiang, 32, journalist 

I don’t actually like the taste of coffee, I just like the 
way it smells. Most coffees taste the same to me. I prefer 
cappuccino and espresso because they smell the best. 
Jiang Wei, 25, student 

Coffee is no longer an exotic drink to Chinese. In the 
past, people who drank coffee came off as very hip or 
very modern, but now drinking coffee is just like drink- 
ing juice. I don’t know much about coffee, but I know you 
don’t have to go only for famous or expensive coffee from 
South America for a good cup. I like a little milk in my 
coffee, but sugar is not so necessary. 

Wen Nan, 26, clerk 

I don’t like coffee at all, and aside from helping you 
not feel drowsy, I think there’s nothing good about it. It 
has a burnt taste and I prefer the bitter taste of tea, 
which is healthier and better because it doesn’t contain 
caffeine. Plus, tea is cheaper. I’m not saying I never 
drink coffee, but just not that much. 

Wang Jing, 23, clerk 

I like coffee very much, but regret that I don’t know 
much about coffee culture, which I figure has to be as 
rich as that for Chinese tea. I like coffee because I like 
chocolate and always drink it with lots of milk and 
sugar. I can’t understand how some foreigners like black 
coffee - it’s even more bitter than Chinese medicine! 
When I drink coffee it’s got to have milk and sugar. 

% And the Winner Is... 

By Joel Kirkhart 

While there is no denying that fresh ground 
coffee tastes the best, we all have those 
mornings (and afternoons) where even such a 
small task as grinding coffee beans can seem 
monumental. Thankfully, there is a growing 
range of good ground, vacuum-packed coffees 
available in Beijing that can 
produce a perfectly satisfying 
cup with marginally less effort. 

To give our readers some 
direction in choosing ground 
coffee, Beijing Today’s three 
intrepid “foreign experts” and 
resident caffeine hounds tested 
five products on the market. 

The test was hardly a model 
of comprehensive or scientific 
research, but we did manage 
to use the same measure of 
ground coffee and the same 
French press to brew all the 
contestants and judged on a 
five-point scale. The surprising 
results indicate that there is no 
need to spend an arm and a leg to get 
good material for brewing yourself. 

Last place: Capitaino Suprema - 65 yuan 
for 500 grams - 3 points 

Reviewers started by describing this as 
“bland” and “ordinary,” but a few sips later 
unleashed such criticism as “not there”, “sour” 
and “tastes like instant.” (It should be 
noted this coffee had already 
spent two weeks in the writer’s 
refrigerator. Oops...) 

Fourth place: Illy Espresso - 
98 yuan for 250 grams - 7 points 
The unspoken favorite before 
testing began, this expensive 
contestant in part suffered 
because its fine espresso grind 
resulted in an overly gritty 
or “muddy” brew using the 
French press. While one reviewer 
praised it for being “smoky and 
deep,” and another managed a 
restrained “not bad,” Illy truly 
offended the third, who chastised 
it for poor aftertaste and a lack of 
subtlety - “this coffee invades the 
mouth and takes over,” he said. 

Third place: Melitta German Premium - 43 
yuan for 250 grams - 6.5 points 

While this coffee did not offend anyone, 
neither did it wow. Described as “decent” and 
“inoffensive”, reviewers did agree it had a nice 
chocolaty layer and one found a hint of sweet, 
but that could have been a result of the sugar 
he dumped in... 

Second place: Yunnan 
Espresso - 28 yuan for 250 
grams - 9.5 points 

This domestic underdog 
finished in fine fashion, praised 
for its strength and meaty 
body. It has a bitter kick that 
some may find pleasant, others 
too much, and its aftertaste 
does not hold a candle to our 
winner. Overall, though, this is 
a surprisingly enjoyable coffee, 
especially seeing as it was the 
cheapest in the test. 

The winner: Lavazza 
Rossa, 65 yuan for 250 grams 
- 13 points 

All three testers immediately 
identified the run-away winner as espresso 
because the cups were gritty, rich and highly 
fragrant. The coffee was praised for its nice, 
sharp flavor, the “clear kinda thing it has going 
on,” said one tester, as well as for its rich body 
and exceptional aftertaste. 

Photos by Geng Lei / Sarah Bai / Ian Provan 
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Featuring more than 40 works by 18 young artists from around China, 
including Sun lian and Yu Haibo. Most of them teach at various academies 
around the country. 

Where: Soka Art Gallery, Room 102, Building B, Tianhai Shangwu Dasha, 
107 Dongsi Beidajie When: September 23 - October 2 Daily 0 am - 5pm 
except Mondays Admission: free Tel: 0400 5477 


Party Orange 

Starting at 10pm DJs Herbie and 
Han spin breaks and hip hop for your 
dancing pleasure. 

Where: The Den, 4 Gongti Donglu, 
next to City Hotel main entrance 
When: September 19, 10 pm - 4am 
Admission: 30 yuan, includes 1 drink 
Tel: 6592 6290 
A Tribute to Astro Boy 

DJ Shin Nishimura is in from To- 
kyo and teaming up with Beijing’s DJ 
Wengweng to pay homage to Astro 
Boy: Idol of a Nation. While they’re at 
it, you get to groove and bump to the 
Japanese thump. 

Where: CD Cafe, Dongsanhuan Lu, 
south of Agriculture Exhibition Cen- 
tre (Nongzhanguan) When: Septem- 
ber 20, 10 pm Admission: 60 yuan 
(students 30 yuan) Tel: 6501 8877 ext 
3032 


tage 


Shadow Play 

Shadow play is a very old Chi- 
nese folk art rarely seen in cities. 
The Daoqing Shadow Play Group 
from Huan Xian, Gansu province 
performs this ancient and disap- 
pearing art. 

Where: Beijing North Theater, Bei 
Bingmasi Hutong, 67 Jiaodaokou Nan 
Dajie When: September 19-21 7:30 
pm Admission: 120, 200 yuan Tel: 
6406 0175, 6404 8021 
Ballet: Moscow Classical Ballet 

The Moscow Classical Ballet was 
founded in 1966 under the artistic 
direction of Igor Moiseyev. This 
time they perform Swan Lake and 
Giselle. 

Where: Poly Theater, 1/F Poly Pla- 
za, 14 Dongzhimen Nandajie When: 
September 23, 24 Admission: 120-500 
Tel: 6506 5345 


Zhou Huajian 

Veteran pop star Zhou 
Huajian is to perform his 
favorite classic songs and 
some new ones. 

Where: Capital Gymna- 
sium, 54 Baishiqiao Lu 
When: September 19, 7:30 
pm Admission: 1000 yuan 
Tel: 6406 8888, 6406 9999 
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Touch The Trace Of His- 
tory: Shirley Wu 

Wu’s abstract works — paint- 
ed on the front and sides of 
a thick canvas frame so that 
they resemble being mounted in 
multi-coloured gift boxes — show 
off a pulsing rhythm and a stud- 
ied contrast in color. 

Where: Creation Gallery, 

North end of Ritan Donglu 
When: September 20-28, daily 
10am - 7pm Admission: free 
Tel: 8561 7570 

First Beijing International 


Art Biennale 

Beijing’s big art bash will 
feature solo exhibitions by Qi 
Baishi and Takayama Tatsuo. 
With over 600 works by 300 
artists from 40 countries, it is 
one of the capital’s biggest ever 
art exhibitions. 

Where: National Art Muse- 
um of China, No.l Wusi Dajie 
When: September 20 - Octo- 
ber 20, daily 8:30 am - 6 pm 
Admission: 20 yuan Tel: 6401 
2252 

Wang Shilong Photo Exhibi- 
tion 

Wang’s black-and-white pho- 
tos record China’s social chang- 


artists who live in Beijing: Liu 
Fukuda Masahiro, Katou Gaku 
and Shimizu Megumi. Liu’s 
manly metallic motorcycles are 
a stark contrast to Megumi’s 
soothing undulating acrylics; 
this contrast is echoed in the 
two exhibition spaces chosen by 
the artists, a simple studio in 
the Beijing suburbs, the other 
a cosmopolitan setting in the 
city’s center. 

Where: Studio Liu, Huang- 
caowan, north of the North Fourth 
Ring Road When: September 22- 
October 3 Mon, Wed-Fri 10am - 
5pm, Sat 1pm - 5pm Admission: 
free Tel: 6495 3029 


Bashang Horse-riding Trek 

Join the Yanjie Outdoor Club 
and One Step China in a unique 
tour of Bashang Grasslands with 
a weekend horse-riding trek. 
Leave Friday night, return Sun- 
day night. Trip includes one 
night of outdoor camping, roast- 
ed lamb dinner, return trans- 
port, all camping equipment, 
meals, horses and accommo- 
dation. For more info visit 
www.onestepchina.com 

When: September 19-21 Tel: 
13911900476 

The Fifth Beijing Terry Fox 
Run 2003 

The Canadian Embassy is 
pleased to announce that the 
2003 Terry Fox Run will take 
place on Saturday, September 
20. Participants should be at 
the North Gate of the Work- 
er’s Stadium by 9am. The event 
will begin at 10:00am at Work- 
er’s Stadium and will end in 
the main parking lot of the 
Cancer Research Institute, a 
distance of approximately 8 
kilometers. Everyone is invit- 
ed to run, walk, rollerblade, 
ride their bicycles or use their 
wheelchairs. Register at 
www.clubcanada.net. 

Where: Workers Stadium, 
Gongti Beilu When: September 
20, 9 am 


This sequel picks up where the first movie left off, with Magne- 
to (Ian Mckellen) in jail and an even deadlier threat on the rise, as 
anti-mutant propaganda reaches public consciousness. Directed 
by Bryan Singer. Starring Halle Barry, Hugh Jackman and Kelly 
Hu. In English. 

Where: UME International Cineplex (Huaxing Guoji 

Yingcheng), 44 Shangyushu Kexueyuan, Haidian When: from 
September 19 Admission: 60-70 yuan Tel: 6261 2851 


Zhou Yu’s Train 

Set in contemporary 
Chongqing, the film stars Gong 
Li as a socially empowered 
protagonist — challenging con- 
ventional gender roles in an 
attempt to realize her own de- 
sires. Directed by Sun Zhou, in 
Chinese. 

Where: B2M Bar, Dongping- 
fang Apartment Block, inside 
the eastern-most gate, next to 
the Gong River, Adingmenwai, 
Dongcheng When: September 
21, 9 pm Admission: free Tel: 
6426 1091 


Ci Qin (The Emperor and 
the Assassin) 

Chen Kaige’s classic tale of 
an assassin making an attempt 
on the life of the Qin ruler, who 
would go on to unify China for 
the first time. Starring Gong Li, 
Zhang Fengyi and Li Xuejian. In 
Mandarin with English subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 
Fountain Terrace, Hilton Hotel, 
1 Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan 
Beilu When: September 19, 20, 
8:30pm Admission: 50 yuan, 
includes a drink Tel: 6466 2288 
ext 7370, 13901134745 
A Student Village 

Documentary about a board- 
ing school community in Dali, 
where most residents are teach- 
ers and students. Produced and 
directed by Wei Xing. In Man- 
darin with Chinese subtitles. 

Where: Space for Imagina- 
tion, 5 Xiwangzhuang, Haidian 
When: September 20, 7pm Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 6279 1280 
About Power 

A comedic fantasy about in- 
security, modernity, and getting 
even. In Spanish. 

Where: Cultural Section of 
the Mexican Embassy, 5 
Sanlitun Dongwu Jie When: 
September 24, 7pm Admission: 
free Tel: 6532 2244 


the 1950s. 

Where: 798 Photo Gallery, 
No. 4 Jiuxianqiaolu, Dashanzi 
Art District, Chaoyang When: 
September 21 - October 20 dai- 
ly 10am - 6:30pm except Mon- 
days Admission: free Tel: 6438 
1784 

Fade In Fade Out 

A show by three Japanese 


Summer Smoke 2003 

The Beijing Cigar Club hosts monthly ci- 
gar evenings, featuring local distributors of 
cigars, cognac, port, and wines. 

Where: John Bull Pub, 44 Guanghua Lu 
When: September 23, 7 pm Admission: 250 
yuan, includes two top-quality cigars, and 
samples of food and liquor Tel: 6532 5905 


Hilton Beijing Entices Diners to the 
Champs-Elyses 

Every year, Hilton Beijing stages the 
city’s foremost “Food and Wine Experience” 
which takes place this year until Septem- 
ber 20. Over 120 International wine makers 
present their premium wines on Friday Sep- 
tember 19 at the “Grand Tasting and Buffet” 
open to the public from 6:00 PM onwards. 

Guest chef Paul Beech from the re- 
nowned Paris-based “Le Cordon Bleu Cook- 
ing School” will present a distinctively 
French degustation menu ideally suited to 
the location. 

When: September 20 Where: Hilton 
Beijing, dongsanhuan beilu, Chaoyang Tel: 
6466 2288, Ext. 7372, contact Chris Rob- 
erts 


International Chorus 

The International Festival Chorus performs 
Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No. 2 under the ba- 
ton of Nick Smith. Piano by Mao Dongli. 

Where: Forbidden City Concert Hall, inside 
Zhongshan Park, Xi Changan Jie When: Septem- 
ber 20, 7:30 pm Admission 60-480 yuan Tel: 6559 
8285 


Miserable Faith 

Metal Band Tongku de Xiny- 
ing (Miserable Faith) celebrate 
four years of being together 
with tonight’s performance at 
Get Lucky. Siyaowan (Death 
Pill) are the support band. 

Where: Get Lucky Bar, 500m 
east of the south gate of Jing- 
mao Daxue, near Tai Yang Gong 
When: September 19, 9:30pm 
Admission: 30 yuan Tel: 6429 
9109 

Afro-Caribbean Beat Night 

DJs Albert and C are here 
tonight courtesy of the Deptford 
Crew with a hot night of high 
rhythm. Soca, Kweito, Zouk, 
Rai, Reggae and even some stuff 
you have never heard of. Three 
hundred people maximum, so 
get there early. 

Where: Vibes, 4 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, north of Beijing Tokyo Art 
Projects When: September 20, 
10am Admission: free Tel: 
6437 8082 


X-Men 2 


Hang on the Box 

Female band Guazai Hezi 
Shang (Hang on the Box) bring 
their pop-punk sound, together 
with PK 14. 

Where: Loup Chante, 38 
Chengfulu When: September 
20, 9pm Admission: 30 yuan 
Tel: 6276 7355 


m 

D1 0 


















1 6 SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 

*PLAN« 

IEUINB TODAY 

E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


EDITOR: SUN MING DESIGNER: LI SHI 



By Dong Nan 

I f you are unfamiliar with 

the Southern Sichuan Bamboo 
Sea (S] think Crouching 

Tiger, Hidden Dragon — the 
beautiful scene of the forest of 
bamboo in which Zhou Runfa and 
Zhang Ziyi fight their epic battle was 
shot there. 

The Bamboo Sea is southwest of 
the town of Yibin, Sichuan province. 
Tens of thousands of bamboo plants 
cover an area of 120 square 
kilometers. In the central region, more 
than 5,000 hectares of Nan bamboo 
(Phyllostachys Mazelexh) covers 28 
ridges and 500 hills, a misty, vast, 
green sea. 

Visitors really 
need two days to 
properly see all the 
sights at the 
Bamboo Sea. 

Day one: Chengdu 
- Zigong - Yibin - 
The Museum of the 
Southern Sichuan 
Bamboo Sea - 
Carefree Valley - 
Bamboo Banquet 
Setting out from 
Chengdu at 8 am, 
by way of Zigong 
and Yibin city, 
visitors can reach 
the Bamboo Sea in 
the afternoon. 

The Museum of 
the Southern: 

Sichuan Bamboo 
Sea specializes in 
bamboo and 
bamboo culture. 

There are four 
exhibition rooms and a garden 
featuring more than 40 varieties of 
bamboo. 

The main items on display are 
specimens of various bamboo’s, 
ancient weapons, instruments and 
crafts made by bamboo, and 
calligraphy, poetry and traditional 
paintings of and about bamboo. 

Carefree Valley: Countless 
bamboo plants make this valley 
a real wonderland, complete with 
hot springs and comfortable 
accommodation. 

Bamboo Banquet: After the first 
day’s journey, tourists can enjoy 
the renowned bamboo banquet in 
numerous hotels and restaurants. The 
dishes include bamboo shoots, bamboo 
fungus (#lh) and bamboo smoked 
bacon (4t all natural, green 

food. 

The two main ingredients, bamboo 
shoots and bamboo fungus, can be 
made into over 200 delicious dishes. 
Bamboo fungus is also a valuable 
medicine, used in the treatment of 
cancer. It contains a dozen kinds of 
amino acids and is very beneficial as a 
health tonic. 

Day two: Green Corridor - Xianyu 
Cave -Tianbao Stockade - Fairy Lake 
- Rainbow Waterfall 

Green Corridor: The corridor is 
actually a five-kilometer long road, 
lined either side with towering 
bamboo plants. The long and soft 
branches arch together overhead, 
forming a covered, green corridor. In 
summer, it is delightfully cool inside. 

Xianyu Cave: “Xianyu Dong” 
or “Cave,” means literally “the cave 
where the immortals live.” There 
are numerous Buddhist and Taoist 
temples. These temples were built 
in the first year of the reign of 
Emperor Kaiqing, of the Southern 
Song Dynasty, and were rebuilt during 
the Ming and Qing dynasties. 

With the luxuriant green Bamboo 
Sea above and a precipitous ravine 
below, there is only one possible 
route to ascend the grass covered 
cliff. 

The statute of Guanyin, the 
Goddess of Mercy, carved into the 
cliff is a valuable art treasure. 

She has a smooth face, with a 
peaceful expression, delicate features 
and exquisite clothes. It is also 
unusual in that Buddhism and Taoism 
coexist here harmoniously. 

Inside the cave, there are carved 


stones and steles, which record poems 
written by visitors to the cave over the 
centuries. 

Tianbao Stockade: This cliff lies 
a little over 50 meters to the north 
of Xianyu Cave. Taking advantage of 
the natural topography, it was built 
by the local government to resist the 
Taiping Army led by Shi Dakai during 
the reign of Emperor Xianfeng of the 
Qing Dynasty. It is 1,500 meters in 
length, 20 meters in height and about 
10 meters in width. 

The stockade has a precipice above 
and a deep stream flows along its 
base. Before entering the stockade, 
one has to negotiate 13 difficult and 
dangerous natural 
hindrances. 

In front of the 
stockade, there is 
a yellow stone 
pillar, more than 
10 meters high, on 
which the 
characters “Huan 
San Shi” 

) are inscribed, 
meaning yellow 
stone umbrella, as 
it supports a huge 
umbrella-shaped 
rock. 

Nearby, the “36 
Strategies,” a key 
concept of Sun Wu’s 
Art of War, are 
carved into the cliff. 

Fairy Lake: The 
exquisite Fairy 
Lake lies in the 
northernmost 
corner of the 
bamboo sea. The 
water of the lake is green and 
clean, and numerous fish can be seen 
swimming in it. Around the banks 
of the lake, there are many bamboo 
pavilions, stockades and porches, 
creating a fairyland of bamboo. 

Rainbow Waterfall: The Rainbow 
Waterfall is one of the most famous 
sights of the Bamboo Sea. It stands 
at the end of a calabash-shaped valley 
that runs between Shigushan (Stone 
Drum Mountain) and Shiluoshan 
(Stone Gong Mountain), near Wanli 
village, in the eastern part of the 
Bamboo Sea. These two mountains 
stand facing each other and the valley 
is high and steep. The waterfall, which 
is about 200 meters high and 4 meters 
wide, leaps out from the cliff of the 
valley. The sunlight shining on the 
stream forms colorful rings of light, 
and on fine afternoons, the waterfall 
becomes a kaleidoscopic riot of color, 
like a rainbow rising slowly from the 
valley. 

Bamboo Crafts: 

Bamboo root carvings, bamboo 
woven articles and bamboo furniture 
made in the Bamboo Sea area are sold 
all over the world. They are exquisite 
handicrafts and possess a delicate 
sense of nature. 

There are over 200 sorts of bamboo 
crafts made here, with prices varying 
from 20 to 1,000 yuan. A beautiful 
bamboo handicraft makes a perfect 
souvenir of a visit to the Bamboo 
Sea, and an ideal gift for friends and 
relatives. 

Getting there: 

Fly directly from Beijing to Yibin, 
or fly to Chengdu or Chongqing first, 
then take a train to Yibin. It is a 
one-hour bus journey to the Southern 
Sichuan Bamboo Sea from Yibin south 
bus station. 

Admission: 

From January to October: 65 yuan. 

From November to December: 50 
yuan. 

Make sure you keep your ticket 
with you, as there are ticket checks at 
all of the scenic spots. 

Half-price concessions are available 
for the elderly, disabled and students. 
Accommodation: 

Zhuhai Shanzhuang (4t J/>3L), two 

stars, 100 yuan per person. 

Shunan Hotel (I j i£j#4t) 
three stars, 150 yuan per person. 

Zhuhai Hotel (% #£#4t), two stars, 
100 yuan per person. 

Photos by Photocome 
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